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For my Mum and Dad, but for whom.



The Holt High School for boys, circa 1959



Class of 19589

Yours truly, first squirt to the right of the he admaster (A.G.Russell, centre). Also on
the right of the Head: Mr Yeo (English and History) Ows 2 x DOl z w1 EOODPOwp$ O
Brown (Biology) Ows $ EEl z w+ ObP1 wgp' DPUUOUaAAOws/ PUUIT Uz w:
$EOOOODBOY AP OD) U waeU IDhiBreva (Biold@yy ;Wdhhny Rhoden
(French, Russian)3 OwUT T wOl I OwoOl wOT T w' 1 EEQws YEUE®BD Kk zuw-
Faraghers . OOD1 Quug EBDERDI zw$ YEOUAOwWs #PDEODI z w! EVUUC
Assistant and French Revolutionary).



A better version of part of the school photo of April 1959, showing my brother
(second row down, fifth youth from the left , with specs); and teachers, from
left to right Dickie Barton (Chemistry); Maggie Evans (English); Ollie Hardy

(Art) ; Faggsa Faragher (Maths?); Paddy Malone (Maths?); Herbie Milne
(Deputy Head)



Chapter 7
1959 Living Doll

Pop Music
s3I 1T wETEUUUZz wi OUwhNKkNwUT ObpwEWPPET wYEUDI Ua wdi
PARADE

Elvis Presley One Night

Shirley Bassey As | Love You

The Platters Smoke Gets in Your Eyes
Russ Conway Side Saddle

Buddy Holly It Doesn't Matter Anymore
Russ Conway Roulette

Bobby Darin Dream Lover

Cliff Richard and The Drifters (sic) | Living Doll

Craig Douglas Only Sixteen

Bobby Darin "Mack the Knifé

Cliff Richard and The Shadows "Travellin' Light"
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Adam Faith What Do You Want?

Emile Ford and the Checkmates |What Do Yar Want to Make Those Eyes at Me F

3T OUTT w(wlOl YT UwxOEal EwUI T wi UPUEUOwWOI YI UwNODB
PEUWOUET wOl UUWEEEPEUI EwUOOwUT T wUUUEaAawOl ws 0T 1
contemporaries, | remember every one of these records in a passive way and can
even hum or sing he first line or two, sometimes more, to myself. Worse, the tunes
come into my head unexpectedly, indeed sometimes when | least expect them, at all
times of the day and night. | find the whole thing annoying, and an interruption to
more serious thought and feeling, but at the same time | have a certain fondness for
some of these numbers. The nostalgia takes over my critical faculties; and lam even
UOUxUDUI EOwUT OUTT wOOU wi DdgsNow Chewithubtndld&pts w# OO0
Flavour (On the Bedpost Overnightdoes not appear in the official list.
Perhaps the mostD OUPEPOUUwUUOT wbUuws + B.YIEnGsbae#t OO Oz wl
playing in my head all this afternoon as | was cycling; as it has done from time to
time ever since 1959, mundane little worm that it is; but on the other hand, we forget
what a phenomenon CIiff, who (as everybody must know) was really called Harry
Webb, was, and | suppose still is. He now seems a monument of British culture; but
at the time he was proof of how dominant American pop music was. He was
originally sold as the British Elvis, with a quiff, swivelling hips, curling lip, snarling
lyrics and a feigned heightened sexuality to match. His early hits included "High
Class Baby' and "Mean Streak’; but | suppose you could argue that his recording of
Lionel Bart's "Living Doll " showed a certain gentle reaction, in that the words are
very innocent and sweetly sung. It was on "Living Doll" that ClIiff was backed for
Ul 1T wi PUU0OwWUDOI wE theudritier Wiz Qub<TuBEd Quipl QI SE E wU QW E |
U O hesStadowszafter legal complications with the US Drifters .
Has he aged well? Ostensibly yest in fact extremely well; but | cannot help
POOET UPOT whi T UTT UwWwUOTT Ul wi EUOZUWET T OwUOOIT wRE
EOI U0z U wréXic portraittilnimself in an attic somewhere.

The World

In 1959, Cyprus joined the Commonwealth; North Sea gas was discovered; ard (rare
sign of international co-operation) a treaty was signed declaring that Antar ctica
could be used for peaceful purposesonly.
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We were in the middle of the Cold War. Having taken control of Eastern
$U0UOxT wWET UT UwOT 1T weEUOQws UT T w" OO00UOPUUUZwWUOOOU
Communist world was growing, as Communist theory said it would. With the
xOxUOEUDPOOWUT EOQwUT T wonUI T we OUOEwWOUws UT 1 wel UUz
if it had history on its side, and there were widespread predictions that, one day, it
would take over th e entire globe. It was not until 1960 that the Chinese quarrelled
PDUIl wOT T w20YPI w4 OPOOWEOSEWUT T w" 6O600UOPUUwWOUW
between the two, with most of the relevant countries siding with the USSR, though ¢
weirdly ¢ Albania decided to remain loyal to China.
In 1959, the Chinese invaded Tibet; and Fidel Castro took power in Cuba,
establishing a Communist outpost for the first time in the Western hemisphere. This
was undoubtedly a bad thing, because he was some kind of a communist and
because he soon started acting in a hostile way towards the Americans, our
staunchest friends (putting their failure to back us up during the Suez Crisis to one
side). In Mad magazine, which was a great favourite at this time, there was a cartoon
entitled Spy v Spywhich featured a good (white ) mouse-like creature struggling to
defeat an evil (black) creature, and the Cubans were soon identified there as being
on the side of the bad guy. It was only when | went up to Oxford in 1966 that | met
people who believed that, on the contrary, Castro, and more especially his friend
Che Guevara, were the good guys, and indeed LChezwas some kind of hero, along
the lines of Robin Hood.
In the 1950s the Labour Party was regarded as a Socialist Party; but there was
a great deal of difference, of course, between the Socialism preached by Michael Foot
and that practised by Joseph Stalin. Yet ny father, who was the fount of all wisdom
on these as well asother matters, would make remarks which made light of the
difference. Uncle Jo Stalin had been our ally during the war, and hated Germans
much as much Dad did. He could never understand why we and the Americans had
fallen out with him. Whe reas other people clearly regarded Communism as being as
bad as (though seldom worse than) Fascism, Dad said that thedifference between us
and the Russians wasabout how society should be organised (and by implication
this was not a reason to go to war). The view that the UUUUT T O]l wPEUws DEI
because thel UUUDPEOUwPI Ul ws & O ddrotappedt 10 G, sivde bd) U z
thought, as we were brought up to believe, that it was Natural Science rather than
religion, which held the key to the truth and th e future. Besides, in the late 1950s
sUTT wliUUUPEOUZwpEUwWUT T w20YDI Wag @lacésd dneyE Uw O U
clearly dominated international sport, they were winning the space race; and it was
widely r eported that they were win ning the arms race too. Half the world was
already communist; and Krushchev the Soviet leader promised that by 1980 the
USSR would overtake the West economically.t Meanwhile the economist
J.K.Galbraith preached the doctrine of sonvergencez 6 WEOOOUOPUOWEOEWEE

1 For the atmosphere of the time seeRed Plentyby Francis Spufford (Faber & Faber 2011).
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were coming to resemble one another in important respects and the remaining

differences might one day come to seem unimportant. Dad was an optimist in those

days and was in favour of this kind of idea, which suggested that there might not

have to be a Third World War in his lifetime. It would have been wildly eccentric,

and perhaps as a betrayal of Russian sacrifices during the Second World Warto say

that the USSRwas from the very beginning an experiment with human nature that

was bound to fail, had soon become a monstrous tyranny that was a travesty of the

noble ideals of socialism, and was even now ahouse built on sand that would crash

UOwxbl El UWEwWOPUUOT wOOUI wUT EQwt Ywal EUUZ wUDOI
were saying the first two of these things; but no one who was predicting the third.

Home

The first section of the M1 motorway opened between junction 5 (Watford) and

junction 18 (Crick/Rugby) on 2 November 1959 together with the motorway's two

spurs, the M10 (from junction 7 to south of St Albans originally connecting to the Al)

and the M45 (from junction 17 to the A45 and Coventry). Ernest (Ernie) Marples was

the Minister of Transport at the time. Since this was a Conservative Government,

my father did not think much of him; and he cannot have been alone because it was

no longer after this that a slogan was painted on one of the new bridges over the M1,

PT PET wbhl wUOUI EwOOwWOOO0OwOUU Wi OUwal EVVUWOEUT Uwb
North of England:

MARPLES MUST GO

Marples had joined the government in 1957 asPostmaster General and
introduced postcodesto the UK, and also brought in the subscriber trunk
dialling (STD) telephone system that eliminated the use of telephone operators on
national phone calls. On 2 June 1957, he was the first person to operate his namesake
ERNIE, the computer which selects winners for the new Premium Bond scheme. He
was Minister of Transport between October 1959 and October 1964, but | presume
the objection to him, taken by my father and those mysterious mot orway protestors,
was not to the M1 itself but to some of his other policies. He was responsible for
roadside yellow lines, parking meters and seat belts and appointed Dr Beeching
chairman of the British Railways Board (so he may also have been blamed for the
PPETI QawUOxOxUOEUwW! 11 ETl POT ws EVUUUZzZ wOOwWUT T wUEDC

My brother remembers that Ernie Marples was an MP on [the] Wirral , and
so a local man. He also believes that thefirst stretch of motorway in Britain was not
in fact the M1, but the Preston bypass section of the M6.This was a source of some
local pride in Lancashire, but was (typically) ignored in favour of publicity for the
M1.
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1959 also saw the enactment of the Beet Offences Act of 1959. Section 1 of
Ul PUWOEET whUwWEwWE EHODOBQw QIO I0@BIDW IVQ@QUOIENID OD E B |
OUwxUEOPEwWxOEEIT wi OUwUT Befare thdimtrodudtion Ofithet Ad) OU U D U U
prostitutes packed the streets and dleys of certain areas in the major towns; but,
with prostitution driven off the streets, these areas, especially Soho became home to
dozens of strip clubs and almost every doorway in Soho had little postcards
advertising "Large Chest for Sale" or "French Lessons Given". <Llip joints z also
surfaced in the 1960s, sding coloured water as champagne with the promise of sex
to follow. Also in 1960, London's first sex cinema theatre, the Compton Cinema Club
(a membership only club to get around the law) opened at 56 Old Compton Street.

Following the Act, a chap called Shaw published a booklet, the Ladies'
Directory, of some 28 pages, containing the names and addresses of prostitutes
Shaw admitted that his purpose was to assist prostitutes to ply their trade when as a
result of the Street Offences Ad, they were no longer able to solicit in the street. The
prostitutes paid for the advertisements and the appellant derived a profit from the
publication. The appellant pleaded not guilty to an indictment charging him with (1)
conspiracy to corrupt public morals; (2) living on the earnings of prostitution
contrary to section 30 of the Sexual Offences Act, 1956 The case went on appeal to
the House of Lords, where the convictions were upheld; but it sparked a lively
EOOUUOYI UVUAWEUwWUOwWPTTUTT UwUT T wEOUUUUWEOUOE wl
an activity had not been clearly criminalised by Parliament. This became a subject
for undergraduate law students in the 1960s, especially at Oxford where |
subsequently met my wife , late in 1966

We got our information, directly or indirectly, from The Manchester
SGUEUEDEOOwWE U U w U IMarbt@steey SippedHréna thiswp@ders uitte. "The
omission of Manchesterimplies neither a change of policy nor any disrespect to our
home," aleading article explained, while admitting that "ours is undeniably an ugly
city"; but it still seemed like rank treachery to me. My brother and | had been born
in Manchester and still felt a certain loyalty to the place, despite our Liverpudlian
upbringing, and the traditional rivalry between the two cities.

In the world of cinema, 1959was the year of Some Like It Hoby Billy Wilder
starring Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis and Marilyn Monroe; North By Northwestby
Alfred Hitchcock, starring Cary Grant; and The 400 Blowsthe first of Truffaut's
autobiographical Antoine Doinelseries; but at the time Carry On Nursemade more
impact with me. Of the regular team, it featured Joan SimsKenneth
Williams , Kenneth Connor, Charles Hawtrey, Hattie Jacquesand Leslie Phillips.
This was the top grossing film of the year in the UK and - with an audience of 10.4
million - had the highest cinema viewing of any of the Carry On films. We also saw
I'm All Right Jacka British comedy directed by the Boulting brothers, a sequel to the
Boulting's 1956 film Private's Progress and also starring lan Carmichael, Dennis
Price, Richard Attenborough and Terry-Thomas. Peter Sellersplayed the
communist shop steward Fred Kite, and the film was a widely ac claimed satire on
British industrial life in the 1950s. Thetrade unions, workers, and bosses are all seen

10


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clip_joint
http://www.guardian.co.uk/travel/manchester
http://www.filmsite.org/some.html
http://www.filmsite.org/nort.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_Sims
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Williams
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Williams
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Connor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Hawtrey_(film_actor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hattie_Jacques
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Phillips
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedy_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Private%27s_Progress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ian_Carmichael
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dennis_Price
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dennis_Price
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Attenborough
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry-Thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Sellers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shop_steward
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_unions

to be incompetent or corrupt . It seemed at the least a triumphant vindication of the
notion that the British are very good at laughing at themselves in times of adversity,
since it did coincide with a period of catastrophic relative decline of British industry ,
manufacturing and the economy as a whole, particularly in comparison with
EOUOUUDPI Uw OPOIl w6l UUw &1 UOEOCaw bpT PET whPEUWI B x
(Wirtschaftswunder)at the time. It was certainly a change from films like The Dam
Busters(1955) andCockleshell Herodalso 1955).

We had no record player in our house at that time, so all recorded music was
listened to on the radio or TV (since this was before tape-recording became widely
available); but at Christmas time, Uncle Harry got an LP to play on the rebuilt
gramophone which he had rescued from a bonfire somewhere. This was Songs for
Swinging Sellerand it was a parody of Frank Sinatra's album Songs for Swinging
Lovers, awEUOUT I UWEOEwW( wOPUUI Ol EwUOwWPUWEUwW' EUUZ
hugely funny, although | am sure he must have underst ood much more of it than I. |
particularly remember Sellers performing "Puttin on the Style" (a parody of
Skiffle and Lonnie Donegan; but there was also an spoof interview in which a
drunken Brendan Behan characterOw bl Ow Ol I x UwEUODPOT ws6T1T 1 Ul wU]l

s e 2 A

favourite fraternal insult.

| had no idea who Brendan Behan was; but it turned out that he was a famous
playwright who had been convicted of plotting to blow up Liverpool docks in 1940,
while a very young member of the IRA. He died of the drink, in 1964, at the age of
41.

School

Having passed the 11 plus when | was in fact 10 (so that my mother always said that
(wl EEwxEUVUUTI EwUT T wzhYwxOUUzAw( wUUEUUI EwEUW &
definitely a grammarschool, and proud of it and also (how could | forget?) a single -
Ul RwEOaUz wUET 0008 ww( wEPEOzUzwUI EOPUI wbUwWEUwW
tiny minority ¢ | think somewhere between 5 and 10%.
The Holt was, | suppose, a typical Grammar School, though not in the first
rank. It was not in the same league as Manchester Grammar, or even the Liverpool
Institute; but it had all the traditions, i ncluding a Latin motto ( Certum Pete Finenh
seek a sure goal), Latin for the brightest boys from the second year,and houses
based on the Greece of Mycenae and Pericles: alboys were allocated to Athens,
Corinth, Sparta and Troy, each of which had a colour ¢ blue, yellow, green and red.
For a year or two, one took the rivalry seriously, for the purposes of games. No-one
thought to suggest that, if we had really followed in ancient footsteps, the Athenians,
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Corinthians and Spartans would immediately have ganged up and murdered the
Trojans. (I was in Troy). However, Greek was not taught, until | persuaded the
Latin master Albert Wilson to teach it to me in the Lower Sixth

You would not have known that we were an y kind of elite on that first day at
UET OO00O0OwPT 1 OwpbPl WEOOwWTI EEWUOwWI OEUVUUI wUi Tl wbODUH
This consisted in having your face rubbed vigorously with dandelions, of which ( of
which there must havi wET 1 Ow Ul YI UEOwOPOOPOOwWwOOwW3" $w/ +
remember this being painful, but it was humiliating to be chased around the field,
putting up a token resistance before having the war paint put on. It was several
years later when | read about the sort of initiation rite practised by the Sioux Indians
(and memorably depicted in the film A Man Called Horse in 1970) and thanked my
lucky stars that some of the older boys at The Holt were not more literate, or
interested in the rituals of those we now call Native Americans.

At some point in the 1960s the Labour Party committed itself to abolishing the
grammar schools, as bastions of privilege ¢ there was never an equivalent campaign
to abolish the public schools ¢+ and The Holt was in fact made into a comprehensive,
by amalgamation, not long after | left there at the end of 1965. It became the
coeducational Holt Comprehensive School, then Childwall Comprehensive School,
then Childwall Community School and is now Childwall Sports College. Whether
any of these changes were for the better | doubt, but they certainly were profound,
and extremely disruptive in the short -term, by all accounts. My parents detested the
whole idea of abolishing the grammar schools (and made the dramatic decision not
to vote Labour, at least in local elections); but at the time, | was probably in favour,
at least in theory, being theoretically in favour of any system which was thought in
UOOI wPEAWUOWET wsi EPUI UZ OWEOE Wi EYDOT wi Bx1 UDI C
of 11 (or for that matter 10), when a friend of mine Allan Dickson failed to pass the
test and seemed in my eyes condemned to a lifetime of ignorance.

Not that there was much sign of academic excellence in Form 1D in 19589.
Duncan Woods, Paul Green and | were all put into this form, because we had passed
the 11 plus a year early; and 1D was quite literally the bottom class, not to say the
arse-end of the school. There was normally a threeform entry at The Holt, with
boys put into Form 1A, 1B or 1C, accordingU Qwx1 UE]I DYl EWEEDPOPUa OQwE U
which 1958-9 evidently was, they added a fourth stream, labelled as D. Of course
that meant that in our eyes, at any rate, if A meant very bright and B meant bright, C
meant not so bright and D meant thick. This way of looking at the matter seemed to
be confirmed when one looked at the fact that all four forms had to do French while
in the second year the A class started to study Latin as a second language, while the
B class studied German, while the C and D boys did not take a second language at
all, though otherwise, the curriculum was the same for everyone. This seemed
normal at the time but looking back two things strike me as odd, or at least
guestionable, in the light of subsequent developments in educational theory.

Firstly, they presumably selected boys for the A, B, C and (where appropriate
D) streams according to the result in the 11 plus (which had already been used to
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determine the type of school you went to), unless there was some consultation with
the primary schools; but in either case, they were clearly using past performance to
determine future potential in several different ways, and virtually irrevocably. 2
Secondly, overall ability (judged according to ability in Maths, English and an 1/Q .
Ul UOUAWPEUWEOI EUCAwWUT OUTTUwWwUOWET wEIl UI UODPOEU
languages; and clearly German was thought to be more difficult than French, and
Latin more difficult than German. Now, you could argue about these propositions,
and you could have argued about them at the time; but it was in the nature of the
grammar school that they were not only taken as axiomatic, but used to determine
the future path taken by around 600 pupils at a time.
OOwUT PUwWUI T Ol EwmUUUOA w s EeEittvias @ebided thaE Uw 01 |

Duncan, Paul and | should be put into the D Form, not because we were in any sense
failures, but because it had been decided that for the time being, we were too young
to face the academic rigours of life in either A, B or C. | thought at the time that this
decision was somewhat unjust; but | now think it was truly strange. It was clear
fromthe OUUUI OwUOT EVCwPT wkhi Ul ws zwOEUI UPEOOwWOOU wWs ¢
al EUZUWEDI 11 Ul O we weteuall tBréeCpuoidied td1 1A after the first
term ¢ and coped perfectly well thereafter; but the consequence was that life was
pretty hellish for that first term at The Holt.

Why so? Because of the fear. There was a gang of sadists operating in 1D,
although ostensibly they were little boys dressed in short trousers (incredibly, we
wore shorts until the 3 or 4" Form). Their bullying turned into sadism around
November and December 1958. The winters always seemed incredibly cold then,
before global warming; and we regularly had snow at Christmas; but we had large
radiators in every class room; and, there being no adequate thermostats, these
became overheated, so that it seemed to us as if they almost reaching boiling point.
The sadists realised that they had been provided here, free of charge, with very
efficient instruments of torture; and the gang used the rad iators in the same way as
the Romans had once used the gridiron to martyr St Laurence, or Flashman had once
used an open fire at Rugby School. They roasted the weaker and smaller members
Ol wOT T wEOGEUUOuwWI PUT T UwE a wx OE E bditingthiim oh i nOGa z U wl E
either case, several members of the gang would apply physical pressure until the
hand or the bottom burnt, or until the screams became so loud as to attract attention,
or the child managed to wriggle free, as the pain-induced thrashing overcame the
force applied.

| may have exaggerated the degree of torture inflicted; but not by much; and
there are two things about this procedure which | feel unable to explain, at least
adequately. The first is, why | was not tortured in this way. | was relatively small,

2This was not the practice in all grammar schools. My wife attended Doncaster High School for Girls,

at more or less the same time as | was at The Holt. 8lection there was by means of the 11 plusbut the

streaming was alphabetical. + DOl PP Ul Owda wUPUUI Uz Uwl UEOOEUWUET OO0 wp' ¢
streaming but it was according to the surname of the teacher.

13



being that year younger than most, and certainly vuln erable, in that | had been well

EUOQUT T OwUxOwUxO01 ws OPETI OazOwl EEwUOOI wOEOOI U
right, or that football was the most important thing in life. | supp ose the answer

may have been that | was not worth bothering with, not being a member of a rival

TEOT wOUwi EEUPOOOwWwOUWUT EVw(wUDPOxO0awol xUwodauw
attention. Possibly some minor acts of cowardice were sufficient to ingratiate me

with the bullies. | am ashamed to examine this possibility further.

The second puzzle is why none of this ever came to the attention of the
teachers, especially of the Form Master? Here | think the answer is probably a little
clearer. Firstly, there was a code of omerta(= silence) which operated in that school,
similar to the one which operates (as | understand it) in prisons, criminal
OUT EOPUEUPOOUWEOGEwWUT T w, Eil PEOwWaOUWEDPEOZ Uwl UE L
you were treated, and no matter how unworthy your mates might be to claim the
name. Secondly, and contrary to the myth, not all the grammar schools were very
good, and not all the teachers in the good ones were cast in the same mould as the
best of them. | cannot remember now who the Form Master in 1D was, but the fact
UT E0w( wEEOz UwUI OI OET UwPOEPEEUI UwUT EVwWI T wopb UL
faceless and ineffective, in more than one department. Not that | could ever have
done that job.
| have my school report for the Autumn te rm 1959, Form ID.

Age 10 years 11 months

Average age 11 years 10 months

4 feet 8 % inches, 5 stones and 6 Ibs
General estimate Il plus

| in English, French, Blogy, Physics,Maths
Il in History, P.E. and @ography

[l minus in Woodwork andrawing

Not a brilliant performance, but | (and my friend Duncan Woods from the primary
school) were promoted at the end of that term into Form 1A and | remained in the A
form for the rest of my time at The Holt. This meant a change of friends, apart from
Duncan ¢ indeed | had not made any new ones in 1D, apart from a boy called
| UEEUT EPwps! UEEEaz AwbPbDUT whpi OOw( wUOUI EwOOwI EC
never took school dinners. (Not sure why not).
Being in 1A was a new beginning. The boys were much more to my liking
and | soon met a number who are still friends to this day ¢ especially Graham Jeffs,
who lived in Lisleholme Road, Chris Beazer, who lived down Deysbrook Lane, and
Brian Brown who lived a bit further away but met us at the bus stop to wait for the
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6IEUUG ww. UUwi OUOWOEUUIT UOwWwOUWUEUT T UwdbPUUUI UU wt
whom we addressed ¢ without complaint, or attempt at correction + EUws 2 DUz QOwET E
UT 1 wWEOEws EOOazw' EUOOTI UUwepdbhUUUTI UUwUOwWHOUOwh
school (the only other female in the building being the School Secretary, who was
O0O0POOWUOOPOEOAaOWEUwWs36! 836z0wbOUws31 OO6PUwW! E
remember, there was probably more than one secretary during my time).

| remember that Maggie, who taught us English, used to read aloud to us
from a book called Men and Godgby Rex Warner), which had stories in it based on
the Greek myths; and the idea that there were three classes of ment Men, Gods and
Heroes, impinged on my mind. Women di d not play much of a role in this world;
nor in the early essays which we wrote, about the achievements of Thomas Alva
Edison and Louis Pasteur. | think we were taught, subconsciously, that they were
put in the world to be loyal help -meets and mothers for men, like Penelope for
Odysseus/Ulyssest unless of course they were being abducted or abandoned. The
Greeks, and for that matter the early Romans, seem to have done a lot of abducting
and abandoning.

The older boys were taught Maths by a very old man ¢ no, this one really
was (comparatively) old t OOOPOwEUws / EEEaz w, EOOOI OWEUUOwWI T w
lesson if other teachers were away. It turned out that this chap not only taught my
brother but had also taught my father, at The Oulton school in Liver pool, in the late
1920s. \When my brother first started at T he Holt and came across Paddy, Dad
UT QUTTUOwPUWEOUOEOZ UwxOUUD bé&hhe Bilictutdd dicand) EOT w O
further pointed out that Paddy had a bad limpdoes this chapmp?- which he didn Z;
EUUOwWPUWPEUWDPOET T EwUT 1 wUEOT wOEOS ww# EEwWO! Uwl BC
and they recognised each other.
/| EEEAawPEUVUWET WWHBGQaw EAWUODITET OPZUT wi OUwOI

speak harshly and carry a large blackboard rubber. Sometimes he shouted vulgar
EEUUI weps UT OAawEI EUUzZOwOUws T EOOa wEHakiad a&s OET Uz wi
was) and sometimes he launched the blackboard rubber. On one occasion he kicked
a lad called Sperry in the face, leaving a large footprint visible on his cheek but at
the same time, he was reckoned to be a very good Maths teacher, and | think we
UEUT T Uwl ONOGal EwOT T wEOOI Ea wlOi wi PUwUOUUDLOI Ub wu

We were taught music by a very fierce and strange man called Ron Jennings,
PT OUIl wOPUUPOOwWwpUOODPO!l w/ EEEaZUAWEPEwWUI T OwUOw
made the least mistake in copying something out in your exercise book, the
offending page would be ripped out with scorn. Many boys ended the term with
scarcely a leaf left in the book. If you offended in class, by misbehaving or creating
some kind of smell, the delict would be brought to the attention of the whole class,
so that you could be rituall y humiliated in some way. There was one boy who
suffered from particularly bad body odour. Jennings would stand next to him and
roar out the question

z S P S N TN
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Jennings had been in the RAF and boasted that he had extraordinarily good
eyesight. To prove this, he would spend part of each lesson standing on the other
side of the classroom by the window and reading n otices which were pinned up next
to the door, or on the blackboard. He also played the piano to amuse himself rather
than instruct, periodically removing the sandwiches which boys had placed inside it
by way of revenge during break. At other times, he wo uld just rant, against the evils
of modern society and modern Britain. Some thought he was a Communist, others
that he was a Fascist. Either way, his views were certainly extreme. All this meant
there was very little time left for teaching; and | cannot remember that my musical
education was enhanced at this time.

My brother remembers that, on one occasion, Jennings, in gown, came into
the music room where the class wassitting. He took his gown off, looked round ¢
apparently seeing nowhere to hang it up, then went to the blackboard, took a piece
of chalk, drew a hook and hung the gown on it. Of course the boys were mystified.
Playing along, Jennings started the lesson, then noticing that all attention was on the
gown, asked one boy what he was staring at. The reply was along the lines of

Your gown sir. Is that chalk very thick?

Someone else asked whether the chalk contained glue. Eventually we were let into
the secret. Before the lesson, he had tapped a smalblack nail into the board, then
drawn the hook round it!

There was another very fierce teacher called Yeo, whom my brother again
remembers better than I; but there was apparently a human side to him. This was
revealed when he started going out with a girl who worke d in the same bookshop as
Aunt Peg. He also wrote a book about his childhood called ¢+ we think - A place of
stones My brother think s he came from Fleetwood, though | doubt that the beach
was stony there? In one part of his book, he revealed that, as a youth, heand some
others looked up the skirts of a shop girl, who had climbed some steps to a high
shelf. It would be surprising if a teacher owned up to this kind of thing today

As for practical skills, we did Art and Woodwork in the first year, an d most
boys preferred Woodwork, because this was the passport to Metalwork in the
second year, when you could learn to use a lathe and make real things that would
last ¢ perhaps a sign that manufacturing still played an important part in the British
economy in those days. | preferred Art, and was particularly poor at Woodwork,
even in the theoretical department, where | failed to see the importance of what kind
of wood each tool was made of, but especially at the practical side. | remember one
particular humiliation over a trenching exercise. | had dug too deep at one side of
OO0l wUOUI OET wUOwWUT EQwOOl wsEUI Ol OOEUDPOOZzOwUI xE
thing piece of wood. When | presented it to the master (Kissack or Burgoyne, |
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forget which) I sig hed involuntarily. He, spying the defect immediately, flipped the
entire crenellation out with a flick of his thumb and bawled:

(UzUwOl wOT E0wUT OUOEWET wUDPT T POT OWEOAOWEUwWUOOI
(WsEUOxx1 Ezwe OOE b OU and Eevewtto® dpdieteiwbuk( NoEtiiatl O E O

was much good at Art, but at least the master was kind and did not go in for public

humiliation. Gentle sarcasm was more his style.

Curiously when | took my 25 yards swimming certificate beginners in May
1959, theexaminer was CHARNOCK , the belching Biology master. | also have one
for 50 yards in June 1959. | think the swimming was done at Picton Road Baths, an
old style pool where the changing cubicles surrounded the water on all side, and
where the water was comfortably warm, possibly due to the effect upon the
temperature of large amounts of infantile urine, mixed with unsafe levels of chlorine.

As | have said, Maggie Evans was Form Mistress of 1A and Fanny Harkness
was Mistress of 1B. It was probably deliberate policy, to put two women in charge of
Ul Tl wsUI OET UIT UU0zwi OOPT UUwHDOwWUT T wUET OOOOWEULU
OPUUEOI OOwhOwUPOwI OUPUI GawEDPI 11Ul O0wUIl Ux1 EU
v WEOEwh! whi Ul OwOOwUIT 1lug ki U4 &3 CawlE Galu @3 unhg” tu K
were simply better at certain types of exam. Some of the boys in my class were
Harkness was probably a member of the Communist Party, with orders from
, OUEOPWUOWDOEOEUUPOEUTl wlUwBbOwWUTT wUUxI UPOUDU
USSR.

| grant you that Fanny, a well-spoken English spinster of indeterminate age,
and (judging by her appearance) quintessentially conservative, was an unlikely
Soviet agent, but she might have well as been, listening to what she told us during
Geography lessons. Whereas other geography teacherst OPOIl ws, EUJaz w 6D
concentrated, in the long run-Ux wOOws . zwOl YI OOwOOwUl The OE&OC
Mississippi, or the Canadian Shield, she spoke about the Soviet Union. She taught
us about its enormous natural resources of timber, oil and minerals and its vast size
and different time zones; but also its excellent but egalitarian educational system; the
vast numbers of its scientists; and its splendid collective farms (Kolko3.

IOWWHEODOaz UWEOOOWUT I w2 OY b hdlsucdeSshudddniriy, BU WE wb O
whom the future clearly belonged. It was the ;lew EBDYDODUEUDOO7z wdi w2
Beatice Webb, though UT 1 w E D E @heilUterntl U This was most obviously
demonstrated in her treatment of the Komsomolgd the youth organisations - which
were clearly much more than a superior version of the Boy Scouts. In the USSR, all
was for the best, apparently, in the best of all possible worlds. The possibility that
the Soviet Union was in reality an old -style Empire, or a monstrous tyranny, and
that the Komsomolswere little different from the Hitler Youth, was not even
discussed. In mitigation, | suppose it could be said that this was took place before
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the crushing of the Prague Spring in 1968 and the publication of Alexander
20041 1 O®uay Arénipelagan the West (1973); but it was a long time after

UUT UU w* OadrkodsOAt Ngotjoiu1940) and George Ob I O Rigetéem Eighty
Four (of 1949) and not long after the Hungarian Uprising of 1956, which led to the
virtual demise of the British C ommunist Party. Many people had already seen the
light about the nature of the communist system in the USSR; and the ather side of
the coin might at least have been mentioned in our lessons.

And all the time , an insidious denigration of the USA, which | would have
thought - even in the narrow terms of physical geography - had certain features
which were almost totally lacking in the USSR, like sunshine and rivers which
flowed in the right direction. There was a prevailing pessimism about America and
the West generally, and not just in geography lessons, which seems to have re-
emerged now in relation to discussions about China, for which there was and is a
distinct lack of evidence. Meanwhile, the USSR has collapsed, while the USA has
carried on growing. Its population, around 150 million at the time, is now over 300
mil lion, and it is still in some ways a developing country.

Summer holidays

For the summer holiday s we went with Harry and Pip and Cousin Geraldine and
stayed in a house in St Florence near Tenbywhere we were provided with breakfast
and evening meal, but otherwise catered for ourselves. In fact | see from Google
Maps itz about 4 miles from Tenby. | can rememberlittle about the house where we
stayed, except that I think it belonged to a Mrs Richards; and that on one occasion
her cat shat all over a chair in the dining room. This occasioned some
embarrassment, since it was not easy to find the appropriate words for pointing this
out to her, in a polite way.

The other thing | remember is that the house had a drive, with room to park
cars and my brother was learning to drive on private land and was allowed to park
Ul 1 wEEUOwWOOUPPUT UUEOCEDOT wUTI EQwi 1 whEUOZ UwUBRU
to be exact). | thought this was definitely risky, fr om several points of view; but |
was assured that he was allowed to drive the car on private land, so | refrained from
informing the Police, notwithstanding our unfortunate experiences with the law in
the previous year at Old Colwyn.

There are two beachesat Tenby but we preferred the North Beach, where
there was a rockt Goscar Rock, or at least | did because there was a diving board on
the rock, from which you could jump or dive into the sea . On one occasion | swam
right round the rock, disappearing fr om view at one point. Mum and Dad were
watching from the beach and they, understandably , became concerned. | was told
later that Dad had threatened to go in - in his underpants -UOwUIl UEUIT wOl OQwbi v
re-appear shortly; but fortunately my head bobbed into view the next moment.
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extremely bloodthirsty novel, involving some several exquisite tortures inflicted by
Red Indians on Mexicans. In one chapter, the Apaches (reputedly amongst the most
bloodthirsty of tribes) bound a prisonerz Uw i I EEwpPDUT whl Owol EUT T Uw
him out in the sun, so that his head burst open as the leather dried. In another, they
buried another captive in the desert up to his neck, poured honey over his head and
left him to be eaten alive by the termites. | think the fascination of th e book for an 11
year old lay in its extreme violence, and the absence of sex.Sex was of no interest to
me whatsoever at that age.

There was another beach near Tenby, at Manorbier. This has a very fine
Norman castle, where | was impressed by a mannequin of Giraldus Cambrensis,
last time | went; but in 1959 what | remember is the waves. On a windy day, they
crashed down on the beach at Manorbier in tremendous fashion, though the idea of
surfing had yet to dawn on anyone outside Hawaii.

We all took the boat to Caldey Island, where there is a Cistercian monastery.
3TTawbpbOUOEOZUwWOI UwbpOO1 Owb O OCan BDIE dweE Owuld 151 Ualu ruGHGE
EOCOOPwWOawPDi 1T wUOOwY DU U O ubitihe ralentéd andsd theuhe® D OT w U (
¢ Dad, Harry, Ash and me, went round, leaving the womenfolk (Mum, Pip, Mandy
and Geraldine) to fend for themselves, on an island which had doubtless been
pillaged by Vikings long ago .

The fat monk who showed us around was a jolly cove, very reminiscent of
Friar Tuck, but with a very slack leather belt, which he moved up and down his
cassock or habit continuously, warming his ample stomach in the process (I
remember thinking that it must have been cold wearing sandals in all weathers,
without socks); but | was impressed by their simple way of life ¢ the food was
mostly lettuce, it seemed; but then how did the fat monk get so fat? And fancy
deliberately choosing to remain unmarried and have no kids to keep you going.

By the time we got back to the landing stage for the return boat trip, the
Heavens had opened and we got absolutely soaked. More torrential rain as we
PEPUI EOw E OE uk (weu iad Gygbieliasy thddgh we may have had macs
(Pacamacs?) Mandy and | and Geraldine were small enough to shelter under the
jetty. Then a further wet trip in the open boat (the boat trip back was much rougher
than the outward trip, so we were taking on w ater from all directions); and a mad
dash back over the 4 miles to St Florence by carpicking up some hot fish and chips
on the way home.

My brother remembers that the fat monk smelled very sweetly. He had told
us that a large part of his diet was fruit and vegetables so this may be why. It
apparently led Dad to speculate, in pharmaceutical fashion, as to whether the odour
of sanctity was a real, diet-related phenomenon, rather than a figment of the mystical
imagination .

My sister remembers that there were other people staying at the house in St
Florence at the same time as us; and that Dad used to chat to a Mr Green (who |
think was some kind of scientist) in the evenings, when she and | had a practice of
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reading Mad magazine. Green beans were on the &ening menu every night. She
also recalls that, after the drenched trip to Caldey island, there was a difference of
opinion between the Coops and the Coopers the Coops wanted to have chips in a
greasy café RIGHT AWAY, whereas the Coopers wanted to go bak to St Florence
and put on dry clothes after which we re -met the Coops in the greasy café for the
chips. She also remembers Dad and Mum thinking that | had been too long
swimming round Goscar Rock, and Dad declaring that he was going inz after me,
notwi thstanding the lack of a bathing costume. Not that this would have been any
UUIl OWEUOwPUzUwWOT 1 wOPOE WOl wlOIl DOT wxEUI OUUVUWEUI u
We all went to see Carry on Constablat a Cinema near Tenby South beach.
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(the boy at bottom right is Paul Green, who was at WDCE and passed the 10 plus
along with Duncan Woods and me)
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Cliff Richard circa 1959
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Helen Shapiro

Craig Douglas
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Chapter 8
Nt Yw, aw. OEw, EOz UwE

Pop Music

Oh, my old man's a dustman

He wears a dustman's hat
"T wbpl EUUws EOUWEODPOI azwlUOUUI UU
And he lives in a council flat

61 OOw O WEOUUEBIOEWT we EDEDHY U6 w w, a wrehPdetadOE Ow b |
Pharmacist ¢ or rather one Ew s x| EUOE E by 0 W EQBHMiithlivias a
somewhat rarer phenomenon, but one Dad was proud to be. Moreover, we lived in
a (small) three-bedroomed house which my parents owned (albeit on mortgage); and
they were undoubtedly of the middle class. However, there was no doubt that it
was the working class which had the most popular singers; and it seemed as if there
was an inverted snobbery at work here. The working class singers sold the most
Ul EOUEUOwWI YI Owbi wepUOwdawi EUIT UzUwI YDEI OUWEE
trained to sing in the old -fashioned way and even if they could not play whatever
instruments they were told to strut around with. | am thinking here of peopl e like
Adam Faith and Tommy Steele (who notoriously came from Bermondsey, and had
at one time been a barrow boy).
Here are some of the songs which were popular in 1960:

Michael Holliday Starry Eyed

Anthony Newley Why?

Adam Faith Poor Me

Johnny Preston Running Bear

Lonnie Donegan My Old Man's a Dustman
The Everly Brothers Cathy's Clown

Clif f Richard and The Shadows| Please Don't Tease
The Shadows Apache
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Ricky Valance Tell Laura | Love Her
Roy Orbison Only the Lonely (Know How | Fee

Elvis Presley It's Now or Never

One which is not in the above list, but which | remember listening to over and over

on Radio Luxembourg UT E0wal EUOQwPT POl woOabDOT wbOwUT T wU
EIl EUOOOZOwbPUIl wOawEUOUIT I Uwi PUOCOCawbOwWET EUT T wc
P E Uw?2 E O wCHaifiyarig yhittul thought was fantastic, though it was not until |

saw Paul Newman in Cool Hand Luke, many years later, that | really understood

what a chaingang was:

Oooh! Aaah! Oooh! Aaah!
Oooh! Aaah! Oooh! Aaah!
Well, don't you know?
That's the sound of the men working on the chakagad

(You had to be there, to understand how the first two lines were pronounced and
sung).

The World

In 1960the Belgian Congo gained its independence from Belgium, and became Zaire.
| was shocked when the new Prime Minister, Patrice Lumumba insulted the Belgians
at the independence day ceremony, instead of thanking them, as was becoming
traditional when Britain granted independence to its former colonies. Not long after
this, the province of Katanga tried to break away from the Congo; there was a
bloody and protracted civil war, and Pa trice Lumumba was not only overthrown but
murdered, after being abused on screen (rather as Colonel Gaddafi was on TV
recently).

British Somaliland and Nigeria also become independent in 196Q and Archbishop
Makarios (who had served time in a British jail) became President of Cyprus. The
world news seemed to be dominated by the gradual crumbling of British power and
the military and ideological rivalry of the United States and the USSR. The Russian
leader Nikita Krushchev lost his temper at a meeting of the United Nations in
November: he pounded his desk and shouted interruptions to show his disapproval
at the way UN forces had intervened in the recent trouble in the Congo. On that or
another occasion around the same time, he banged his shoe on the
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desk, P I OwUI I w! UPUDUIT w/ UPOI w, POPUUI Uw' EUOOE W, E
as he was beginning to be called in some quarters, gained considerable kudos, at
least with the home audience for immediately asking for a translation.
In November 1960, JackKennedy was elected President of the USA. He was
young, much younger than Macmillan, and he seemed from the start to bring new
I OxT wOOwWUT 1T whpOUOEBww( whEUwxU4a4a0l EwUT E0wOawi
*1 001 EazUuwi EUTI T UOw21 OE (EQ Uw)E®E w1 uie*Ul uQ OJ BEBEUD ORLE
ECEW#EEWUEPEWUT EVOwWI T wi EEws EOQUT T Uz wUT 1T wxUI UDE
Nuclear testing was in full swing; and , U Oz U w WaB tthit of course this
was ruining the weather. Summers were not what they used to be in her youth, and
AOUWEOUOEOZOUwWUI OOwi T UwdUTT UPPUTl bww( Uwl EEwUC
pumped into the sky. At the same time, neither Mum nor Dad ever had any time for
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, founded in 1960. The idea of unilateral
disarmament, of any kind, was not calculated to appeal to people who had lived
through the years of Appeasement and married two weeks before the Second World
War broke out in 1939. On the other hand, 1960 saw the abolition of conscription (or
s - EUDOOE Ow?2 iUhit¥dexindgdenX .l véoortield this because | had a fear that
my brother would be whisked away to some foreign war; but he comfortably
escapedNational Service, since he was not 18 until 1962.
The Olympic Games of 1960 were held in Rome; and were seen as part of the
global ideological contest between West and East, especially since the State in the
East invested very heavily in the promotion of sport, as evidence of its superiority ¢
to a far greater extent than anyone in the West realised at the time. This was
reflected in the final medals table. The USSR topped the table with 43 golds, 29
silver and 31 bronze medals, totalling 103: the USA came a poor second, considering
its size and wealth, with 34 golds, 21 silver, and 16 bronze, totalling 71 medals.
Surprisingly It aly was in third place; and Germany (still competing as one country)
in fourth. Soviet gymnasts won 15 of 16 possible medals in women's gymnastics
Nevertheless, there were some notable triumphs for the West. Wilma
Rudolph a Black American (in those days we called them fNegroeszand fNegressesz
without apology) won three gold medals in sprint events on the track. Cassius Clay;,
later known as Muhammad Ali , won boxing's light -heavyweight gold medal.
Australian athlete Herb Elliott won the men's 1500 metres. Abebe Bikila of Ethiopia
won the marathon bare-footed to become the first black African Olymp ic champion.
South Africa appeared in the Olympic arena for the last time under its apartheid
regime. As for Great Britain, Peter Radford won a bronze medal 100 metres but this
was long before the glorious period of Coe and Ovett: it was a time when British
UUOOTI UUOwW O Ow OPOI w s/ Uil BOT 7 w &DBrekE BdIsod DUDIT w

Zatopek.
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The Government changed the law with regard to betting. Prior to the Betting
and Gaming Act of 1960, there were no betting shops and people whowanted to bet
on horseracing had (theoretically) to go a racecourse and place a bet there. The
practice O wi Ox O00abpOT wsUUOOI UUz wUOWEOBOOI EVUWUUEOIT L
bookmakers on the course, was illegal, though it must certainly have been
widespread in Liverpool, to judge from the number of times boys at school referred
UOws EOOOPI zUwUUOOI UUzB8ww( wEOPEAaUWEUUUOI EwOT
PEUWEWOPOEwWOI wbOUUOUOWODOI WEEOODOT wUOOI 001 wk
schod); but perhaps some of the older boys did get involved in it (running for
bookies, | mean, though some of them may also have become pimps after they left
school).

The Act of Parliament legalised betting shops. There was a good deal of
Puritanism still in Britain in 1960 and the government felt obliged to argue that the
legalising of betting shops would take gambling off the streets and bring the
xUOI T UUDPOOWOT wEOGOOPI zUwUUOOI UwUOWEOwWI OEBS wuw(
hand, the national addiction t o betting vastly exceeded all predictions. After 1 May
1961 (when the Act came into force) betting shops opened at a rate of 100 a week.
After six months there were already 10,000, and around 1,000 casinos were opened
in the first five years. Betting became one of the most vibrant and profitable parts of
the new British economy. My father thought that the change was a clear sign of
OOUEOwEI EEadww' 1 wUT EUI EwOT T wYDI PwoOi wiOTl T wdoE
betting and gambling was wrong. The differ ence was that whereas the seventeenth
century Puritan believed that the individual who placed a bet was placing his fate in
the hands of the pagan Goddess Dame Fortune, rather than in the hands of God¢
and gaming was therefore blasphemous ¢+ my father simply believed that it was
frivolous and almost inevitably led to an increase in debt, marital discord,
bankruptcy, ruin and moral turpitude.

Oi Ul Ew' bfihk Pdydhdn@s dding shown at The Carlton cinema in

Tuebrook,?® which | regularly went past on the number 12 bus into town. 1 did not
seethe film myself, but other boys did, probably illegally; and said it was the most
frightening thing they had ever seen. | am not sure, in fact that | have ever seen it
from beginning to end ; but the scene where the girl in the shower is murdered with
a knife by Norman Bates (played by Anthony Perkins ) at The Bates Motel (12 cabins,
12 vacancies,and 12 showers) became legendary. There were however many
competitors in the realms of horro. The horror comic was much in vogue; my pals
and | used to swop stories from collections of horror stories which were published in
paperback; and there were short films on the TV late at night about the bizarre as
well as the horrific e.g. One Step Beyondnd The Twilight Zone From 1961 Alfred
Hitchcock presented half hour TV versions of strange stories that he was associated
with ¢ Alfred Hitchcock Presents

3] am grateful to my sister and brother, each of whom p oint out that the name of the cinema was The
Carlton. | had remembered it as The Gaumont
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Home

It was around this time that | acquired a model railway. My first (which was
a Christmas present) was a Triang; but then | progressed onto something bigger and
better (Hornby?). Around this time, my parents decided to have the loft floored, so
as to give me more room. My brother had more or less taken over our bedroom.

There was no more room, and so my Uncle Harry, who had been a joiner, bought

some planks and used his 1 OUT OE Oz U w & Hamnwel to Bttéddh them to

the rafters with lo ng screws. He did the work mostly on his own; but my father, my

brother and | helped a bit. Thereatfter, | benefitted from a great deal more privacy;

and for a period of about three years until we moved from Lisleholme to Sandfield

Park. | could read up there, do my homework; and | also had a place for my model

railway. Itwas my private space, and | had warning of anyone elsg Uwb OODP Ol OU w
approach by birtue of the fact that they had to climb a ladder to get up into the loft,

and the ladder squeaked, a lot.

My friend Graham Jeffs used to come round and we would spend our time
constructing and de-constructing the track rather than actually running the trains. It
is better to travel than to arrive, and the business of making plans, thinking about
how to implement them, and then actually building the new layout was somewhat
more interesting than watching the train s progressaround the still somewhat limited
space available in the loft. Graham was a whiz at all this, and seemed to have
inherited a knowledge of electricity and its my steries from his father, who worked at
/ Ol UUT azU8 ww%»OUwI REOxOI Owi Tl wUT Op1 Ead©tow Ui E U u
your own tongue , or his, and turned the power on, the tongue would jerk in a very
interesting fashion.

The loft was also the scene ofother adventures. | started a fire up there one
day in the waste paper basket. Fortunately, it never got out of control. And my
brother, with his knowledge of chemical reactions, sometimes used the space as a
laboratory, producing foul smells and plotting to produce poison gas, to be pumped
down through the chimney -breast into the house next door, with the aim of killing
ghe Wi 1 E z OhndXioud next door neighbour. 4

xx OUDUI wp! Il @®O@PF & ang snuthe Rislehd@me side of Leyfield
Road there was a farmhouse, inhabited by a woman called Mabel, who had a horse
and cart and delivered milk. Much of the farmland had been sold as the site for
Lisleholme, where we lived, and the milk must have come from elsewhere since
there were no cows. GrabE Qw) 1 I I Uz Uwl OUUI wEEEOI EwOOUOwW, EE

4 We all three now think we were excessively hard on The Weed. The poor man must have suffered
from much private grief. He and his wife had a child which died when it was only a few
weeks old. Weed was seen emerging from the house, cradling a tiny coffin and sitting in the
funeral car, the coffin on his knee.
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the outbuildings were a constant problem for grownups but a delight for Graham,
who had a taste for killing things even as a boy, and was seldom squeamish. When
the farmhouse itself was demolished, they needed the services of ratcatchers from
miles around. More housing was then built on the site, some of it occupied by
young men with fancy cars who seemed to be around the house during normal
working hours. These were the new breed of players who signed for Liverpool
Football Club under the new managership of Bill Shankly (from 1958 -9), though the
club was only promoted to the First Division in 1962. One of the players who lived
round the corner from us was Chris Lawler (Liverpool F .C. 196G75). This was a
badge of pride worn by some of us at the time.

+DYI UxOOOwhOwhNt YwbPEUws U1 Jwitheafpbpalatiéhiofu ET E OT |
some 750,000 which included 50,000 men employed as dockers. It had three football
teams, if you included Tranmere Rovers; but, to tell the truth, my knowledge of it
was always very limited. | only ever became familiar with a few bits of West Derby
(for example, the Village and later Sandfield Park), a few roads on the way from
61 UUw#l UEAwWUOwW" T POEPBPACORDRE wEwi ERwdO®OPIOU & ju
was based on certain well known bus journeys or trips around Liverpool by bicycle.
Thus | knew the way to Philip Son & Nephew, the bookseller; to Hattons, the model
UEPOPEAwWUTl OxOwUOws/ Ul EPUD 6dela dnd kit® &fivariaud OT z Ow k
cycle shop in Lower Breck Road.

| also knew the way to The Tatlerand The News Theatren Town, where one
could watch films on a Saturday. | remember going into one or the other, some time
when | was at The Holt, with a friend. After half an hour, | became aware that on
either side of us, there were men with raincoats over their knees; and that the
raincoats had gradually started to cover our knees as well. Then, | thought | felt a
hand on my knee. The pressure was very slight and the movement was very subtle,
but repeated. | suggested to my friend that we should leave, and we did. He said
the same thing had been happening to him, from the gent on the other side. We
never discussed the matter further; and | never told anyone else; but | think this was
probably an example of some kind of mild paedophilia at work, though it was
decades lefore that problem or word was widely discussed or thought to be a
widespread problem.

There was alsoa small cinema in West Derby Village, near The Rookerywhich
was the shop which belonged to the parents of my friend Duncan Woods. Here,
there were matinéeson a Saturday attended by the local youth. This was another
s DOUI1 UdxpetieBc®.1 There were no adults in attendance, or so few that they
were totally unable to exercise any control over the Graham Balfours who led the
charge, or rather ran riot. The noise and the catcalling (and worse) was quite
amazing to me; but my brother seemed to think it was all good fun, possibly because
he knew some of the malefactors. | think | was a bit frightened, of authority and of
getting into tro uble. On one oaasion the noise got so bad that the manager stopped
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the show, came out, read the Riot Act and retreated into the gloom, whereupon the
din recommenced immediately .

There was a pub in Town called The Legs of Man This is associated in my
mind the dreaded 'Isle of Man Boat' from Liverpool to Douglas, which provided
passengers with a convenient way of getting to the Isle, provided that you had a
taste for adventure and a strong stomach. Having said that, | only went there once
myself, many years later (for a wedding) and the passage was calm and trouble free.

| cannot claim to be any sort of seaman, just because | came from Liverpool.
In my day, there were still many boys who would say that they wanted to join the
Merchant Navy, when asked what career they had in mind; and Alexei Sayle has a
wonderful joke about a Liverpudlian who spent ‘forty years before the mast on the
SEOxEUEPUOWUUOZ OWEUUW( wll YI UwUT EUT EwOT 1 Ul wEC

,awl EUT T UzZUwIlI OET UwUPUUI UOwWw UOUws/ 11T zO0Owb!
family. In fact my mother, who had evidently never liked her, thought she was mad.

/' TTzUwl EEI OUUPEPUaAwWOEODI 1 UUI EwDPUUI Ofl OwUOwI E
signing herself Tante Margueriten her letters, and threatened to write a book entitled

Histoire des Familles Cooper et Thomaser madness was demonstrated when she

started to study Russian at nightschool, which she did at The Holt, being taught by

OO0T woOil wéawwUl OET wUI EET 1 UUOws) O1 60az wpOUws 1 EC
by others as an admirable thirst for knowledge was portrayed by mother, to her

i UPI OEUOWEUWEwWUDPT OwOi wbOUEOPUAOWEOEWEEEIT xUI E
more kindly. 1 think he felt sorry for Peg, because her home life was not, perhaps, a

happy one. Nevertheless he did think she was a little strange and had little time for

her passion for family history.

Peg became intensely interested in this long before others did.
Unfortunately, my x EUI OOUz wbOEDPI I 1 Ul OETl wOl EOUwUT EQwOUT
which came down to me was somewhat confused, especially since her approach to
research was erratic. (Her motive included the chance to meet longlost cousins in
person; and | fear that not all of them welcomed her arrival on their doorsteps as
warmly as she had hoped).

There was a story that all elder male children in the Cooper family had been
called Ashley, like my older brother and my father. This turned out to be totally
untrue: there was no-O0T wil OUT wbOwUT T wi EOPOawOi wUT EVwWOEC
was supposed to indicate descent from the Ashley Coopers, Earls of Shaftesbury (in
particular the 7" Earl, who was a philanthropist and factory reformer in the
nineteenth century, and before him the 1t $EUOOwW b1 Ow PEUwW 00T w O w
Ministers, and later a leading Whig). Well, | researched the family tree once and got
back to a John Cooper, my greatgreat-great grandfather; but he was a haberdasher
in Tring in the 1840s. No blue blood there.

There was a suggestion that the descent from the Earls of Shaftesbury might
TEYI WET T Ows OOwUT 1 wbUOIOd anylpbrések mudH innusé befiar& OE OOT |
DOOI 1 PUPOEEAWEI EEOI wUI Uxl EUEEOl ww/ 1T zU0wl YDI
that there was a miniature, handed down in the family, which | have in front of me
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now. It shows a Victorian gentleman, dressed in somewhat foppish style, with a
nose which might be said to be a Cooperish nose, and a lock of hair preserved in the
back of the case. This miniaure is a nice objectt it was valued by Boodle and
Dunthorne, of Liverpool, in the 1960s and found to be of the right period; but there is
no evidence that it ever belonged to the Shaftesburys. My Aunt Peg said she had
visited the home of the Shaftesburys, and they had a wall where a number of
miniatures were hanging, and there was one missing; but | am afraid that an air of
mystery still surrounds this story. As far as | can see, the ancestral home of the
2T ETl U1 UEUUaAUwWwPU w2 Uwé&b Ol dstantithis @ dal geteuabyDier OU Ol wH
to the public, though for all | know, it may have been in the 1960s.
The claims to noble, or at any rate gentle, descent, on the Thomas side of the
i EOPOawbki Ul wbi webaUi DOT wi YI OwOOUI wiwvadJUEYET |
Margaret Thomas, originally from Knutsford. Her mother ¢ my great-grandmother,
Eliza Jane Thomas - was born Eliza Jane Massey The story was that sheused to
dring home her earnings from working in the fields 7 QOwUOQwi 1 Uwi Bs9dy | U w %U E
s U O uwpay f@ theuawsuitz 6 ww( wUUx x OUT wUOT PUwWPEUwWDOwWUT | whul
born circa 1886. So what was this lawsuit about?
The Masseys had a considerable history in the County of Cheshire. Our Nana
apparently always said that her Masseys came fron Dunham Massey, while Cousin
Fred said that in Cheshire gherl wbl Ul wEUwWOEOQaAawWwEUUI Uwaedw, EUUI
Thomas used toUEA w Ul EJws EawUPT T OUwWUT T wUT OUOEwWT EVYI
carriage round Knutsi O U Hryits fully developed form, the myth was that some
young Massey squire had fathered a child on a young girl of peasant stock, giving
rise to our poverty -stricken (but honest) side of the Massey family; but that Francis
, EUUT awOOll PwUI T wOUUUT woOl wUT 1 wOE UshiCOOESDE wUIT
from the big house (was it Dunham Massey Hall, or Tatton Park?) But that tale is
DOEOOXEUPEOI whpPUT wUI | whPEI EOWEOUOWEUUUI 6UOwU
inherit property on an intestacy until very recently. Perhaps | am trying to inject an
element of logic here, where it really does not belong.
There remains, however, one piece of intriguing evidence, though it is
difficult to say what it is evidence of . During her heroic but unsung researches,
conducted during the early 1960s when no-one else was interested, Aunt Peg camer
into possession of a document; and | find that | have this now too. It is a petition
filed by Charles Massey,said to bemy great-great-l UEQOE | EUT,pashpps withO E O
the House of Lords; and it asks in the most moving but hopeless terms, for justice to
be done, at long last.
The petition is dated at London, 19 December 1816 It claims ownership of
some property or other on the basis that it is theirs by right although the Masseys
have always paid a rent of £2/5sf for it. Referenceis made to a John Massey, who
originally made this claim in 1781, when he put a plate on the pew door at
Hollingsgreen (?) Chapel in the township of Brixton in the parish of W arrington. It is
said that the Masseys were at some date deprived of their estate by the €mpest
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family. Since then the Tempests have paid the Crown t he sum in question, but in the
name of the Masseys

The Petition has clearly been drafted by a litigant in person, and does not
make much sense; but Charles Massey clearly felt that there had been some
skulduggery on the part of the foul Tempests; and there is a tone of outraged
innocence which appeals to me, even after 200 years:

Since your petibner started a lawsuit against Stepheanipest, some persons have taken
down the monument oudf their chapel in \&rington church in order that their family may
not be traced and also taken their names out of the Register.

So my lordghe question that your petitioner humbly prays to put before your lordships is ?

have not Government always considered that Masseys was the family that enjoyed the
property and my lords does it not ? that Masseys are still the holders of the prop¥idyr..

x1 UPUPOOTI UwUUPOOWODYI UwbOwil OxT 6wadbUlwpkPPOOWEOD
EQEwUI 1 wOUT T UUwWUT T wUOOEPI UOWPOUUUET UUwWOIT 1T xbC

| have to say that, when presented with the evidence that there might be
something in the ancestral claim to the Massey inheritance, my father wisely took
the line that the kindly and wise John Jarndyce had taken towards the far more
famous lawsuit of Jarndyce v Jarndycet Suffer any wrong that can be done you rather
than come [to the court dhancery] Litigation was likely to end in bankruptcy,
madness and worse. Dickens had had good reasons for writing Bleak Housgand my
father was undoubtedly right; but | retain a certain curiosity to know more.

UOU0w/ 11T zUwl BUUOUD E Bcaupigd sevierl Yeark; bud 10600 U wi E Y

a suitable year to relate them to because that was the year when Gerald Vernon
, EUUT aws U7 T wOEUUO WOl wUOT T w, EVUT AUz wpbOUwoOi wol 6
He was the son of Frederick and Elsie Massey of 260 bvely Lane, Warrington; and,
according to a family tree prepared by Aunt Peg and sent to me in the late 1970s,
Frederick Massey was descended from Sir William Massey of Tatton, who died in
1272; and, more recently, he was a nephew of thatEliza Jane Massey wlo was my
great grandmother.

Gerald was educated at Warrington and a0UUl OEl Ew 20w ! EUOEEE U:
Bewsey ! Oa Uz wUET OO0 usb®dE GchodllU HOWebtund&he University of
Nottingham, where he read Physics. He served with the RAF between 1945 and
1948. His squadron leader gave him a refeenceUEaA P OT wi |l wi EEws 1T BYI O
UEUDUI EEWPOBOWERBWI Ol O0a wBHe Plhyédodn Tadtive Part tha x 1 7 6 w
Station affairs, sports, recreation etc He joined the UK Atomic Energy Authority in
1951and at first worked at Culceth. He was sent towork in Dounreay in September
1956, and promoted to Senior Experimental Officer. " Ol E U O a-wouad@rg ©H1d 0 w
remained a mountaineer, astronomer, poet, actor and sportsman. Also he enjoyed
public speaking ¢ after he died, his parents gave a plaque to encouraye skill and
efficiency in the art.
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The Culceth Chronicleeported that Gerald Vernon Masseys | 1 OOwUOwi PUWET EU]
slopes of Ben Hope, Sutherlandz on 7 February 1960, aged 33 An article was
published in the PincernaMagazine of the Boteler School vol. VI no 7 July 1960
PT PET wEEEUwWUT ECOwI 1 ws x O le@lis$adfing Onytthe SlapEsuokBnl EDx D E
' Ox1 ZWEOEWUT EVwWwUT T Ul wPEUWEwWI UOT UEQwW W UYDET |
service of remembrance was held in the Congregational Church, Thurso, on 19
February 196Q His parents published a commemorative booklet from which the
above information is taken. It also contained several poems by him, including The
Song of the Neutran Another, entitled In Memoriam and beginning with the line
s %D1 I UO w, 6zl aday conumrieBdratedlthe Hungarian Uprising of 1956.
Everyone clearly thought that Gerry was a very fine chap, and there was
plenty of evidence to confirm this ¢ he was the recipient of the Liverpool Shipwreck
EOCEw' UOEOI w2 0EPI UazUwWEUOO4aAT wOl EEOQWEOQOEWEI UUDI
Brook in December 1943; but he never married. | quote from the commemorative
booklet:

Mr Massey was interested in drama, cricket, swimming and badmintod,h@d been on
mountain climbing expeditions in Eire, France, Spain and Norway in which latter country
he was awarded a badge for climbing the highest mountain there. Galdhgpiggen (2469
Ol UUT UA6 w

At grammar school he formed a close friendship with Dr Keith Warburton, another
Warrington man, who vanished last year (1959) with members of an expedition he was
leading in the Himalayas. The two had often climbed together on mountains in North Wales,
Swtland and the Lake District. When Dr Warburton married in 1958, Mr Massey was his
best man.

And finally, there is this pathetic sentence:

He was evidently also interested in family history.

20wPbUwOOOOUWEUWDI w" T EUOIT U winteditdd fréemgAunuPeh, UBDUD O O
I EEwWOUDPT POEOOAWET 1 Ow&l UEOEZUOWEOEWUT ECwDUWE
The tradition here is that, when Gerald was killed, Fred had no further use for the

Petition, or for it, or for a number of other documents whi ch Gerald had collected,

and therefore gave the entirety to Peg, remarking that she might as well have the

papers because they weres E wCo WWEIEB UT 7z 6

School

My school report for Summer 1960
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Form Il A J. Rhoden forrmaster
Height4 ft 11 ¥ Weight6 st 3lbs

1 minus overall
[1s in all academiczsubjects]

How strange and modern the new date had seemed in January 1960, when you
wrote it at down at the start of each exercise: almost like a piece of science fiction;
and at first, you had to mak e a conscious effort to remember that it was 1960 now,
not some date in the 1950s; but after a week or two, you started to write it with
confidence; and soon enough 1961 takes over from 1960.
| got my 250 yards swimming certificate in 196Q and it must have been that
year that my brother took G CE (General Certificate of Edcuation)s . z wOl YI OOwb b O
the Treeby Memorial prize for the best performance. | always felt an obligation to
live up to what he had achieved, and was regularly reminded of it by teachers, like
He was very bright, excelling in all subjects except P.E.; andhe had been dinior chess
champion of Liverpoo IOw UOOT U1 DOT wbhT PET w( wOOl pw( wEOUOE
have either the brain or the killer instinct for chess ¢ or for that matter for Maths .
In the second yea, we started Latin, and the Latin master, Albert Wilson, was
one of the most intelligent and interesting men | have ever met. There were many
stories about him. It was said that, since he could teach anything to anybody, he had
been employed during the War in teaching recruits to operate radio sets, something
which he knew nothing about but which he mastered in no time. His technique,
with Latin, at least to begin with, was to walk around the classroom, talking the
language as he went. So, he would says EOEUOOz wZ( whEOOFZ WEUwWI 1 whbE
[I sit] when he sat down. Then he would point to a boy and address him, saying
sUIEl UzwgZaOUwWEUI wUpUUDOT ¢wlT T OOwWwUUDPOOWUEOODC
EOAawEOEwWUEaws Ul El Bgan.Zli seamédiamoR b teedx vithgydungE O E w
and impressionable minds, thirsty for knowledge, which | suppose most of us in 2A
were.
We certainly learned all about grammar through the vehicle of Latin. | think
we also learned about English grammar in English lessons, but not in the same depth
as we learned about it in Latin. Conjugation, declension, ablative absolute, the
TTUUOGEGwWw OEI UOwUOOOWUUwWI OUw+EUPOwxUI U0awoU]
cannot remember that there were many boys who rejected it on the grounds of it
El POl wEwsEI EEZwWwOEOT UETT wOUwsbPBUUI 01l YEOUzZ B wuw'
Pl Ul wuwOEQaAawEOOOEUI PUUUawl xDUOET Uwi UO6Ow" ET UEU
invasion of Britain, to keep us interested.
Having said th at, Albert was a strict disciplinarian, and had perfected a
technique for maintaining control, which consisted of instilling a high degree of
terror into us all at the outset + for example by shouting at those guilty of minor

34



misdemeanours Have you ever had a thrashing?z Albert must have been a
consummate actor, because we truly believed that he was a very fierce, as well asa
highly intelligent , man, who would think nothing of sending us to the Headmaster
i OUwWEws UT UEUT BOT z wppk T D E inflicked),whefeBsut @l de&niztd E U wb O (
in later years ¢ he was actually the most charming of men, and the Headmaster no
sadistic torturer either.

| was never threatened with a thrashing; but on one occasion when my
homework was not up to standard, and Albert had covered it with red ink, he
UPOxOawEUOI Ew Ol whPOwEwWUI YI Ul wUOOT ws' EUw aol
disapproval (and the comparison) contained in the remark, and the fear that he
OPT T OwUI xOUUwPT ECwl EEwl Exx1 Ol EwUOuebsarai&E UOUT 1 |
marked and immediate improvement, which | took good care to maintain thereafter.

My brother and | sometimes rode to school on our bikes, though never
together | think. | remember being very worried about him, especially one day
when we learned that a boy had been killed when he got his wheel stuck in a
tramline in the centre of Liverpool. My brother explained that | need not worry,
because he did not ride the same kind of bike as the unfortunate deceased must have
ridden. That bike must have bel OWEws UEET Uz wPBDUT wYl UawUT POwE
roadster, with comparatively thick wheel and tyres, which could not possibly get
stuck in a tramline.

My friends and | were starting to take an interest in things which were to be
seen at the bus stop, orfrom the 61 bus on the way to school. There was a very
attractive young woman who walked past, taking her children to the primary school.
When we started to notice her ¢ probably not in 1960 but certainly by 1963 ¢+ we
EEOCOI Ewl 1 UwUT I ws a lekasiaumatyun® watkédupast3oh théother
side of the road, with his head leaning backwards at an extreme angle. My friend
Chris liked to imitate his strange way of walking, but by good fortune his imitation
EPEwWOOUWEOOTl wUOwUT T w OE Og dtcastol) WHeld Webedd@agedu | R E T x
Coming back from school, where we got on the bus at Childwall Fiveways, there a
schoolgirl who wore very short skirts (before it became fashionable), and whom we
EEOOI Ews" 1 DUl 00azOwEI EEUUI w gef sudpdndeB odde &1 wUT |
deep impression on us all.

Holidays

We had a couple of holidays at Easter time, staying in a farmhouse in Eaton Bishop,

near Hereford. We saw Tintern Abbey, the Hereford World Map ¢ the Mappa Mundi

-EQEwUOUUI EwlT T weal ws5EOCOI aOwbOEOUEDPOT w2aOOO0E
My parents loved Eaton Bishop because it was so quiet, rural and crime-

free, in comparison with Liverpool . The house where we stayed was directly

opposite the parish church, which had a grill over the wooden door. My father
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noticed this and remarked to our hostess Mrs Powell that it was such a pity that it
was necessary to protect the church against thieves and vandals, even in such a
peaceful country village; but she explained that the grill was there to protect the
door against woodpeckers, not people.

Teddy Boys were already become a problem in Liverpool. My father asked
Mrs Powell if they had any in their part of the world and was amused when she
Ul xOPT EowA( wOT Br&@duU7 1 Ul wET wOOI wbOwz

In the summer, we went to Newquay, on the North Coast of Cornwall for
our two week holiday. Or rather | think that we stayed in St Columb Minor (not to
be confused with St Column Major or St Columb Road), in a house and a village that
were a few miles from Newquay. In those days, a trip to Cornwall seemed like a real
expedition, in terms of the time it took to get there by car. There were no motorways
down to the South-West; but the Exeter bypass was already to be dreaded, and
avoided if at all possible, by taking the minor road through Okehampton, | think we
allowed about 12 hours for the trip, setting off at a very early hour in the morning,
with my brother navigating and my father driving, which left Mum, me and my
sister on the back seat, and (in the ase of my sister and I) free to tease the
unfortunates who happened to be driving behind us with silly faces and private
jokes. There were various exotic places to be negotiated along the wayt Indian
Queens being one, Jamaica Inn another.

The North Coast of Cornwall is rocky and notorious for its wrecks and vast
beaches and its Atlantic surf. | regarded Cornwall as infinitely superior to the places
we had visited in Wales for years; but | have only hazy memories of this holiday.
One incident, however occurred at Bedruthan Steps, a spectacular series of rocks set
A little way off from the main cliffs, on the beach, which become inundated with
water at a trot to get down to the beach by the steep coastal path, to admire the Steps
closeup. 3T PUwUI |1 Ol EWUUET wEOWOEYPOUUwWUT POT wUOWE
PEUOPOT wUPT OUWEUwWUT T wOOx wOil wOT 1T wedbi i OwdUwPkI
dashed down the cliff path, which did not seem particularly dangerous to us, and
got down to the beach; but nobody followed, at least not very quickly, so we went
back up, to find an unusually irate Dad, scolding us for having made the descent
without permission, indeed in plain contradiction of the clear written warning that
visitors must not use that cliff path at all, since it was highly dangerous. We were
ET EUCO]I Ol EOWEUOwW( wEOOzOUwUTI POOWUT EQwi BDUT T UwOi
was all about.
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In Affectionate Remembrance

of our Dear Son

Gerald Vernon Massey

Who met his death whilst climbing
on Ben Hope, Sutherland, on the
7th February, 1960, age 33 years.

Dedicated to his memory by his
Father and Mother

260 LOVELY LANE
WARRINGTON
LANCS.

The flower which Gerald Massey us wearing suggests that the photograph was
taken at the wedding of his friend, Keith Warburton, in 1958 (see below).
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The Church in Eaton Bishop, which was under attack from woodpeckers
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There was a place near Buxton where we went for picnics on a Sunday; and where |
could climb some rocks in safety. Nonetheless, this picture is a bit of a cheat, since
my feet are probably only around 4 feet off the ground.
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Chapter 9
1961 Runaway

Pop Music
As | walk along,
| wonder,
| wa wa wa wa wonder.
What went wrong
With our love,
A love that was so strong?

Del Shannon Runaway
Johnny Tillotson Poetry in Motion
Elvis Presley Are You Lonesome Tonigh

The Everly Brothers  Walk Right Back
Elvis Presley Wooden Heart

The Temperance Sever You're Driving Me Crazy

The Marcels Blue Moon

Elvis Presley Surrender

Helen Shapiro You Don't Know

John Leyton Johnny Remember Me
The Highwaymen Michael (Row the Boat)
Helen Shapiro Walkin' Back to Happiness
Elvis Presley His Latest Flame

Frankie Vaughan Tower of Strength

Bobby Vee Take Good Care of My Bal
Danny Williams Moon River

Four records by Elvis Presley!

(OQwil Ol UEOOwWwOaUPEUwPI Ul wEOawOUwdauUUl UPOUUOWE
Multiplication. It was all too obvious what this song was about:
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Multiplication
That's the name of thgame
And each generati@n
They play the same.

The World

N A N N

immediately stolen from the National Gallery by a disabled pensioner , as a protest.

Following the theft, a government enquiry examined how the burglary had taken

place; and this led to widespread impr ovements to the security of public buildings .

The thief was in fact a very ordinary man called Kempton Bunton, who started to

send notes, demanding that the sum of £140,000 be paid to charity. He announced

dMy sole object in all this was to set up a charity to buy TV licences for old and poor

people who seem to be neglected in an affluent societyz wwg( UwpPEUwI YI OUUEO
that he had servedtime in prison after repeatedly refusing to pay the TV licence fee.

Over the years a number of notes were received, leading to intense
speculationinthl w/ Ul UUWEOQOEwWYEUPOUUWEUUI Ox UUwUOwUI EU
OPUUDPOT waOaEwWwUI OEPOI EwbPOw! UOUOOzZUwWI ECEUwWUOU
July 1965. He was then charged on five counts: larceny of the picture and the frame;
demanding money from Lord Robbins (chairman of the Trustees of the National
Gallery) with menaces; demanding money with menaces from the editor of the Daily
Mirror ; and causing a nuisance to the public His QC argued that the offence of
s OE U ldeda groof of a intent to sell or keep the work, and neither had been
xUOYI Eow! UOUOOwWIT E E uh® painnting aHaweverO althblgh Thé was
acquitted on the other four charges, Bunton was convicted of stealing the frame, and
sentenced to three months' imprisonment. This led to the inclusion of a specific
section in the Theft Act O1 whuNt WO w O E O b @rhowebaithaud &uthdrity Br w U O w s
object displayed or kept for display to the public in a building to which the public
I E Y1 wE EHrdudhtiizthe period 1961-5, the Goya featured regularly in the Giles
cartoon books which we pored over at Christmas time. There was no specific
reference to it: the painting was simply drawn in part of the cartoon, perhaps
protruding from behind a door in the living room, while Granma, Auntie  Vera and
the rest went about their business.

The Cold War was hotting up. In April 1961, Cuban exiles, with some
backing from the United States, tried unsuccessfully to invade Cuba. This was an
ignominious outcome for President Kennedy, who had just lau nched the Peace
Corps. In August 1961 the East German authorities constructed an ugly concrete
wall to divide East from West Berlin, because so many people were escaping to the
West, despite the fact that they could be shot if caught in the act. As is wdl known,
the Wall remained in place until 1989 and it seemed (to most people in the West) to
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be living proof that the East was no sort of Paradise, if the Communists had to try so
hard to keep their people from voting, even with their feet.

Sierra Leone, Tanganyika and British Cameroons become independent; South
Africa left the Commonwealth. The Russians launched the First Man into Space ¢
Yuri Gagarin, who visited Britain in Ju ly, three months after his flight in the
spaceship Vostok He landed at Manchester airport and was acclaimed by vast
enthusiastic crowds wherever he went. The scale of the welcome caught the
authorities by surprise, because the visit had originally been conceived as a trade-
union sponsored tour. It seemed asif the Russians were going to take over Space as
well as the World! Khruschev, First Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, had UT U1 EUIT 01 E w U OitusgemEdinareasingly fossbl®thauhe had
the means to do so. & ET E UD Oz @mphsteel that uh& Russians had more
accurate and more powerful rockets than we did. The Russians seemed to get
everything right, in terms of space exploration, while the Americans repeatedly
made the most disastrous mistakes. The Russians sent up rockt after rocket, always
achieving something new, while the Americans had a succession of flops and
disasters (only redeeming the position when they put the first man on the Moon in
1969. | remember a Giles cartoon which showed two Russian holidaymakers
sunbathing on the Moon, and watching the Earth through binoculars. They catch
sight of the latest American rocket, taking off from Cape Canaveral (later renamed
Cape Kennedy), describing a short arc across the Caribbean and plunging back
down into the sea, and make some caustic remark, as they sink back into their
deckchairs.

But my father shrewdly pointed out that America was a free society and the
USSR was not. Whereas the Americans gave wide publicity to everything they did ¢
showing most things live on TV, so that you knew about their failures as well as
their successest the Russians only told you what they wanted you to hear. He was
proved right, several years after his death, when we learned more about the Soviet
record in space,E UU D O1 w & O GEIdst/eary, a2nd when the Soviet Union fell
apart and the archives were opened in 1991 It turned out that the Russians had had
numerous failures themselves in space (including catastrophic loss of life) but they
had never told anyone at the time, not even their domestic public.

In London Special Branchofficers arrested five people, all of whom were part
of UT 1T ws / Opy Rinpg Otewf2he five was Gordon Lonsdale. He turned out to
be a Russian, with a naval background. He was tried, along with Ethel Gee and the
others. Still refusing to reveal his real ide ntity, Lonsdale was sentenced to 25 years
in jail in March 1961. He was taken to Winson Green Prison, Birmingham , where he
was said to have fraternised with some of the Great Train Robbers. On 22 April 1964
he was exchanged forGreville Wynne, a British businessman apprehended and
convicted in Moscow for his contacts with Oleg Penkovsky. As part of the process,
the Soviets admitted that Lonsdale was a spy and gave the British his real name,
which was Konon Molody .
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My father was always in favour of the death penalty. He claimed he would
TEYI WETT OQwxUIl xEUIl EwWOOWEOwWUT | wuNOEwWT DOUI Of Owdi
see that he would have donethat; but he was quite vehement on the subject. Among
the last exealtions in Britain was that of James Hanratty (on 4 April 1962 in Bedford
Prison). Hanratty was a professional car thief, convicted of the murder of Michael
Gregsten at Deadman's Hill on the A6, near the village of Clophill in Bedfordshire,
on 23 August 1961. Gregsten'scompanion Valerie Storie was raped and shot at the
same time. She survived but testified at the trial, despite being paralysed by her
injuries.

What made Hanratty special was that his guilt was hotly disputed, and over a
period of many years. The case fo a pardon was pursued by his family as well as by
opponents of capital punishment and in particular by Paul Foot (1937-2004), an
industrious journalist an controversialist, who wrote a book on the subject entitled
Who Killed Hanratty? The case was eventually referred back to the Court of Appeal in
2002, which decided (partly on the basis of newly-available DNA evidence) that
other campaigners continued to believe in his innocence and argued that the DNA
evidence could have been contaminated

Home

MAD magazine, whose editor was Alfred E. Neuma n (motto + What me, worr®) was

a favourite in our house, at least with my sister and I. My sister was very adept at

Ul EPUDOT wOOOT wxEUUET T Uwi UOOwPUwEaAwWlI T EU0OwWx E!
EOOEzOwpkl PET whPEUwIi UOO w OunintdlligedtHAMEricdn) nasses O U wE E O
There was also a routine, which delighted my father, about the need to set off on

holiday before other people did

Lets go, less go, lets go before the crowds go!

1961 according to Mad Magazine, was the first reversible date for many
centuries: it read the same way if looked at in the mirror, and you could even turn it
upside down and it was still 1961. This fascinated the more intelligent boys at The
Holt.
#6' 6+ E P U EGEA ug"UluELoveripl Oix DB W O0a wOOOPOwWEUws + E
an impact in our house, just as it did throughout the whole country ; but only in an
indirect fashion. The full unexpurgated edition of the novel had been published
by Penguin Booksin Britain in 1960. The publishers were then tried under the new
Obscene Publications Actof 1959, which made it possible for publishers to escape
conviction if they could show that a work was of literary merit . One of the objections
PEUwWUOwWUT T wi Ul @U 11K weriotber 1o thé usdbf what is &ill) iswaly
Ul T TUUI EwUOOwsUTT w" wbPOUEZ3wwS5EUPOUUEBULR.EEET OP
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Forster, Richard Hoggart, Raymond Williams and Norman St John-Stevas|[d. 2012],
were called as witnesses, and the verdict, delivered on 2November 1960, was qiot
guilty z The prosecution was ridiculed for being out of touch with the changes in
society, when the chief prosecutor, Mervyn Griffith -Jones asked the jury if this was
acquittal, the Penguin second edition was published in 1961; and from that time on,
at least in the eyes of conservatives, the floodgates were open.
There were certainly boys who read it at The Holt ; but Dad would not have it
POwUOT 1T wi OUUT  ww2Owi EVWEUWT 1T whPEUWE OOwoUId Ol EQwE
remain. He also muttered darkly UOT EQw#6' 8 +EPUI OEl ws UOEI UUUO
P OOI @ have no idea what he meant by that); and he also predicted (correctly)
that the day would now come when a so -called artist would urinate or defecate on
OT 1T wi OOOUVUWEOEWEEOOwWUT | wxUOEUEUwWSEUUZ8w( OwUU
art coincided pretty much with those of Nikita Khruschev. There was a story that
Mr K had toured an art gallery in Moscow and denounced the deviations that he
found there, from Socialist Realism, EUws EOT wOUE Oz &
. Ol woOi w#EEZUwWNOOI U

Before becoming President of South Korea, ®gmgRhee was for many yearseign
corresponcent for Life magazine, dividing his time between their New York and Seoul. One
EEaOwl T wOl Il Ow-1 Ppw8OUOwWI OUWEWUOUUDPOI wOUBbxwUO
while, the New York office became concerned and called the SeeulTéfé Seoul office
confirmed that he had arrived as scheduled but had left almost immediately for North Korea.
They quoted him as saying that he was not at liberty to say where he could be reached there;
EUOwPOUOEWET wEODOT wE uived daviagp©rdised td tablesitid SeaulO UT 1 L
and New York on completion.

The New York office was still worried and decided to send a correspondent to try to find him.
This man travelled to Seoul, where they had had an update: Syngman Rhee had called in a
half hour earlier to say that his story would concern interviews with a taxi driver, a tailor,
and a restaurant manager, all in Pyongyang. But he still declined to supply a contact
address.

So the reporter decided to go to Pyongyang to track him down. gkxtgyang airport he took

a taxi into town, and although the taxi driver was not the one interviewed by Rhee, he knew
the driver who had been, and he gave the reporter his name. When the reporter talked to the
right driver, the latter said that Rhee had ph&al to interview a tailor in a district known for

its many tailors.

TEDOWOUEOQWPEUWOOwWUT T wEOUUI UxOOET OUzUwWUDPET o
before finding the one who had been interviewed by Rhee: the latter said Rhee had told him

that he intended to talk to a restaurant manager located in another suburb of Pyongyang.
Acting on a hunch that the suburb would be the last one on the commuter train line, our
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intrepid correspondent took the train for the northern suburbs and got off atstr&tdp. He
interviewed a restaurant manager there without success, so he returned to Pyongyang
Central Station and took a train to the northeast, getting off at the last stop. In this way he
worked his way around, taking trains to the east, then southaasdtagain luck was with

him. He did not have to get half way around the circuit before arriving at the last town on a
line running southeast of Pyongyang, where he talked to the manager of one of the town's
only two restaurants. The manager confirmed: tigngman Rhee had gone to the other one
for his interview.

Arriving there, the correspondent talked to the manager, who said that Rhee had just
interviewed him and was now in the kitchen talking to the staff. The reporter went into the
kitchen, and therevas Syngman Rhee, fit and well, and sipping a cup of tea with the staff
with his notebook on his knee. The correspondent said,

Ah, sweet Mr. Rhee of Life, at last I've found you!
 U0wPkPT ECwWPEUWUT T wsUPT T OwdauUUl Uawdi wobi i zwUT E
used in a song in a film made in 1935- Naughty Mariettg and againinMel! UOOOUz U w
Young Frankenstei(1974), starring Gene Wilder.

$YI QOWEUwWUT T wUDPOI w é Rresiehtzol) SolhOkdieay | Eva) U U
POUUPT Ul EwEaAawUT 1 wOl EOPOT wOl wOT 1 wxT UEUT dwws 2t
| had become aware that my parents had a relationship, closely related to
parenthood, but not entirely the same. It was, | am sure, a very deep and loving
relationship. They had after all been through a lot together ¢+ with the war beginning
two weeks after they got married. And there must have been years when it seemed
possible, even likely, that the country would be invaded and overrun. Dad spoke of
UT 1 PUwl EY bdiundiedryédistof tyfanny 7 6 w w

And then t here was the decision to postpone having children until they knew
the war was being won; but also the mysterious lost baby of 1943. Ths was one of
those things my mother told me about, much later after Dad died, but even then, |
never got the whole of a story, only snatches which | pieced together, probably
inaccurately. There had been a quarrel of some kind during t he War, between Mum
and Dad and a couple with whom th ey had been best friends. In some way, this was
connected with a miscarriage which Mum had had before my brother was born ¢ the
s OO U U uARdBHERR Was theumysterious lawsuit, which may or may not have been
connected. The landlord tried to evict them but the case was declared anon-suit,
because tenancies were given some kind of legal protection for the duration of
hostilities. (All tenancies? In that case, why did the landlord even try? 6 §

> Note: these events took place before the Korean war of 195663; Rhee was president of South Korea
between 1948 and 1960
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, awxEUI OUUWEPEOzZ Uw@UEUUI Owld ldteriyeansithi®) O wOT 1T Ul
seemed to revolve around the questions of blood pressureE OE wUT | wUUEUT wOi w#
heart.

Mum ¢ EOOz Uwl T #noi gBoll ®ybuE Owd U
Dad ¢ ( g not excited. Yage the one wigp excited. You ought to calm down.
Mum -No¢ ( Z Ougetin@iaRUE D UT EwET EEUUT wadUz Ul wi REDPUI EB

And so on; but the argument never lasted long.
61 1 Ow(wWwPEUWEWET POEOwWUT T Ul wPhPEUWEWEUUDPOUU!
method of crossing the River Mersey and the Manchester Ship Canal between
Widnes and Runcorn in Cheshire. You had a to drive your car onto the transporter,
which was essentially a large platform which then swung across the river on chains
suspended from a metal structure above. It had been in place since 1905, and by the
1960s was rgarded as a curiosity; but there had long been plans to replace it with a
modern bridge. Work on the new bridge began in 1956 and it was opened in 1961,
by Princess Alexandra. It seemed enormous, and it was a great adventure to drive
across it for the first time. In those days, | used to dream a lot, and on one occasion |
dreamed that the new bridge was faced wit h a terrible catastrophe. (I had probably
been reading about the Tay Bridge disaster of 1879, or seen that film of the Tacoma
Narrows Bridge in the USA, swaying and then collapsing spectacularly into the river
below, in 1940). When my mother woke me, to ask if | wanted breakfast, | asked her
POWEWEOOI UUI EwbpEaws' ObpwbUwUT ECwT OPOT wOOWUEY
had very clear ideas about the Runcorn bridge herself: when we approached it from
the Widnes side for the first time in the car, she thought we were going to have to
drive right over the top of the arch, from which the bridge was suspended.
(Mechanics was not one of her strengths).
(WEOO7ZUwUEaAawUlI ECwUT PUWPEUWEOOOI EUI EwpbPbBU]
crossing at Runcorn; but we often went into Wales on a Sunday rather than
Cheshire. It was near enough to be easy to visit, and far enough to make the trip
worthwhile; but my father had little time for the idea that the Welsh were in any
way oppressed, or deserved some measure of Home Rule, let aloneindependence.
Indeed, | recall quite a lot of anti-Welsh prejudice, though possibly expressed in jest.
| think this was born of a dislike of Welsh smugness about their exceptionality: the
61 OUT wbOUPUUI OETl wUT EVWET UUE P Otheéidet) Oddid the) wU1 OE
Welsh language the Welsh people had something unique and superior; the Welsh
Ul Ul OUO0T OUWEUwWS$ O1T OEOCEZUWUEODPOT wsUT 1 PUZwWPEUI L
for Liverpool); and the fact that Huw Wheldon (who presented certain Welsh
programmes on TV) was so smug. Dad thought the Welsh ought to be grateful for
the money the English brought into their economy. He also suggested that many
Welsh people did not really speak Welsh, and only did so when the English were
present, so that they could exclude us, and in some cases insult us, to our faces but
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also behind our backs. At the time | thought this was a ludic rously paranoid
suggestion; but a Welsh-speaking friend of mine informed me quite recently that the
suspicion is well founded.
We went to Wales very often, but we never went to other Celtic countries,
unless you count Cornwall + so that means we never went to the Isle of Man,
Scotland or any part of Ireland. This did not prevent my father from being pretty
anti-lrish, too, based (I think) on the fact that Eire had remained neutral during the
Second World War; and that we had an Irish G.P., Jim Murray. Not that my father
disliked Jim; but Jim had assured him that when he was growing up in #1 w5 EOI UEz U
Free Statethey were EOPWE DU w0 OwUx D0 wOOwUT | w! UBUDPUT wi OEIT
We visited my grandmother ¢ OQa w i EUT | UztUan & Guednésthw
afternoon. She lived at 3 Hillingdon Road, about 3 miles away from where we did.
She was a widow, her husband having been killed in the First World War , when my
I EOTTUwWwPEUWOOOawlUT Ul Tl wal EUVWOOESww2T 1T woObDYI |
OO0l OwbT Owl EEwWOI YI UwOEUUDPI Ewpl EYDOT wWET T Ows N
after the Second World War). My mother like Aunt Anne, who was kindly and mild,
unlike our other paternal Aunt, Peg, whom | have already described. Mum thought
UT E0w UOUw OO0I1 wbnd treatgdXike d littlé gidLy Nana. For example,
she was allowed a glass of sherry at Christmas, but if she asked for another, Nana
would coUOUT OwET EPOUU0wWPUO waOUWEOUOEOzZUwPEOUWOOU
thought that the wrong sister had got married, because Peg was not in the least
maternal, whereas Anne was. | think this was a strange and unjust verdict; but you
EOOzZ UwaoiryBODOOWz UwUUODOT wOOWUUET wOEUUT UUwPT I
Visiting my grandmother, | have to say, was a duty rather than a pleasure. |
EEOzUwUI O1 OEl Uwl EYDOT WwECAWODPOEwWOI wui OEUDPOOUI
than played with or spoken to. The visits consisted of being mildly bored while our
parents conversed with Nana, though we perhaps had to reply to a question now
and again. Sometimes we were allowed to venture into the garden, but there was
nothing much there. The highlight was when we w ere allowed to see the cobbler
PT OwpbPOUOI EwPOWEwWPOUOUT Ox wbOuw - B Gheowbdaak orEUET 1 8
Dickensian times - a little old man, with a smile on his face and a last in his hand,
hammering in the nails which he stored in his mouth. | never knew why he had
UEOI OwUxwxOUUI UUPOOwWOI w- EOEzVUwl EUET T OQwpkl PET
area. | suppose the rent was very low.
We had few pets. We never had a dog or a cat; and | certainly grew up with a
i TEUWOl wEOT UwEUWEwWUT UUOUB ww$ Yl OwdOPOw( wedbz
them. We had a rabbit when we were younger, and more than one tortoise, which
seldom survived the winter. We had two budgerigars, both called Mickie. The first
we inherited, | think from Mrs Binns the music teacher, or from an acquaintance of
hers. The second budgie was new; but soon flew into a door and lost an eye. We
also had a numbeU wOi wi OOCETI PUT dww# Ol UOz Uwl RE&&Da wUOUC
does it?
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We used to go places on a Sunday as a family Delamere Forest; Buxton; the
Trough of Bowland; Speke Hall; Little Moreton Hall ; Stokesay Castle Chirk;
Cholmondely (pronounced Chumley); Lyme Park; Chatsworth. You will see that
thereisEwl OOEWOUOET UwOi wEOEDI OU wO héd) My fathed WE OE wi s
was, | think, a highly cultured man , though he never went to University, and he
wanted us to share his interest in the English heritage. | think some of this rubbed
off on us ¢ | can remember the quality of the wood carving by Grinling Gibbons at
Chatsworth and the U U O O x 1 vinlid,zhénifiyGn a long gallery there; but | also
remember the gamesand the messing about, which he bore with patience.

School

School report, Summer term 1961
FORM Il A -J. Rhoden, form master
5ft2%ins; 7 st 13 ¥ Ibs

Overall mark | minus

There was one distinctly lukewarm comment, from the younger of the two gym
masters, for P.E.

Always tries hard but is somewhat below standard in his athletics .

This was untrue, mainly because | did not always try very hard, or at all, because |
EPEOzUwUITEUEW/ 38 WEVUWEWxUOxI UwUUENI EUwEOQEU
EPEOzUwUI | WOEawaPWWwDPOPUI EwUOwUUawl EUES ww3 T 1 L
chest.

(WEDPEOz Uughbikyzoeu ®RUQ Iduwuw ( DWEDEOZ OwUIT 1 OwubTl T (
who was rather good at games and sports should have the status of a teacher at a
grammar school, the purpose of which was to teach proper things like Latin and
Chemistry. The idea of mens sana in corpore san@y have been part of the public
school ethos - and | can see now why it was a good idea - but | believed in
playing field had any importance. (In addition, my arms were always weak, and |
have never been able to do anything that requires great strength in the upper body,
like throwing stones, or moving old washing -machines).

" OPI YT UOwPUwWl EVWUOWET wUEPEWUT E0wUT T whOUE
anything to me in 1961. It had been coined by Michael Young (19152002)in his
book, The Rise of the Meritocracyf 1958 and it was certainly in the air; but that
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P O U O E Oz keenltHe ¥drtwf book that | would have read before the sixth form,
PT 1T Ows" UUUI OU0Uw 11T EPUUZWE]I EEOI wxEUOwWOI wOT 1T wU
read, when Michael Young died in 2002, that he had originally intended his world -
famous book as a satire e what might happen if society placed the gaining of
formal educational qualifications over all other considerations. He had in fact argued
that this wo uld lead to the permanent rejection of many able working -class men and
women, and result in the rise of a new exclusive social class as discriminatory as the
older ones. Well, bugger me, and here was me and the rest of the world having lived
governments of all parties should stri ve to promote, the golden rule from which all
departures were corrupt, old -fashioned and objectionable.

The revelation has come as a considerable shock to me. | now take back all
those unkind thoughts about Chalky , and all my seething resentment of his scathing
criticisms (of my pathetic attempts to jump high or long, throw the javelin and climb
a rope). It was all kindly meant after all. Clearly Chalk y had been a devotee of
, DET El Ows OUOT ZUWEEYEOEI EWUOEDPOOOT PEEOGwDPEI EU
produce young men with a correct understanding of the drawbacks of a purely
meritocratic education.

My brother was scarcely athletic, but he did like football. |1 remember he had
a book about Tom Finney, and was a follower of the Spurs, whose captain was
Danny Blanchflower, and whom he greatly admired. In 1960 -61 Spurs enjoyed
unprecedented success, winning both the F.A.Cup and the League in the same year.
Having a football team to follow, even if it was neither Liverpool nor Everton, made
you part of the human race; but | could never see why | should get involved or be
interested.

| think it was around Easter 1961 that we went on a school trip from The Holt
to Paris, for a week. There were boys of all ages there, maybehirty of us in all; but
my pals and | were among the youngest. | remember two of the masters who
accampanied us ¢ Johnny Rhoden and another French teacher called Groarke. (I
EEOzUwUI Ol OET Uwi PUw OPEOOEOI wEOUT OUTT wi il wpkoO
Rhoden was a smallman, but fierce and fond of rugby. Groarke was a gentle giant,
with a mild temperament to match, though he too played rugby. We stayed n a
hotel somewhere in Paris, and it seemed to me at the time that we walked
everywhere, and were always footsore.

We saw all the sights in the centre of the old City ¢ the Eiffel Tower, the Arc de
Triomphe- Ex 001 00z Wes3nixfidEsMentnartre and the Sacé Coew; and we
had a boat trip on the River Seine. We contrived by some means of transport or
other to get to Versailles, and go out on the boats on the lakes there. Pete Hayes
disgraced himself by swearing at a man on the river bank, in English so foul that the
man could not possibly understand ¢ or so Pete thought. It was an unsafe
assumption.

We did not do well with the food; but the drink was OK: we had shandies,
and citrons presses, instead of CocaCola; and the older boys were allowed to smoke
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UOwUI 1 PUwl 1 EUUZUWEOOUI OUOWEOOOT wkpbUT wUT 1T woOE
Disque Bleudor him, which | signally failed to do, because | misheard him, and was
afraid to ask him to repeat the order.
Two incidents of a risqué nature + which it seems appropriate to relate since
we are talking about 1961, when Paris still retained its nineteenth century reputation
i OUWE]I DOT wOOUIl wsUEUEazwUT EOw+O00EOOE wwwubUUUOL
hole in his heart ¢ such were not uncommon in those days. He was pale and thin,
EQOEwWPEUWEOPEaAUwWI REUUI Ewl EOIl UWEOEW/ 6$6 OwEUUwW
as we were strolling near one of the bridges over the Seine in Central Paris, late at
night, a prostitute approached this boy and tried to drag him off into a dark place
near the embankment. At least, this is what seemed to have happened, piecing
together the various bits of garbled testimony, which was endlessly repeated during
the rest of that week, by boys with imperfect memories, fevered imagina tions and
every reason to exaggerate the story. The masters did not think any of it was funny,
nor | think did the victim (nor would the prostitute have done), but the rest of us
did. It was also, for many of us, our first encounter with the phenomenon o f
prostitution.
Second, something which one of the boys said to another. The background to
this remark was that we occupied the rooms in the hotel in threes, and there was
usually one double bed and 1 single per room. One of the rooms was occupied by
Roy Evans, Pete Hayes and Roger Little. Now these boys seemed much more
mature than the ones | knew best, though they were all much the same age; and in
particular, they claimed to have a much better of knowledge of matters sexual. My
friends and | were still, | would say, fairly innocent, certainly ignorant, about such
things; but one day, Pete Hayes says to Rodge Little, in front of everyone

(zZOwxOEaDOT wll 1 wx EUUwDY lwwbe ewbdiEad. w0 O0O0DPT T UOwl OF

What on earth were they getting up to at night? Was it some kind of heterosexual
role-play, or homosexual? Of course it may have been neither. It might have been
no more than a crude joke, but at whose expense?.
61T 1 OQwbkPl wi OUWEEEOwWI UOOw/ EUPUOW( wWwEOOZzZUwWUI |
improv ed; but | think | was a little wiser in the ways of the world; or maybe not, but
certainly more curious about France and French culture.

Summer Holidays

The family spent the two -week Summer holidays in 1961and 1962 in a house called
Blue Waters, in Porthpean Beach Road, Porthpean, nearSt Austell, on the South
Coast of Cornwall. If Newquay had been an adventure, Blue Waters was a
Ul YT OEUDPOOOwWOOU WOl EU0wOl wi Obpws 0T 1T wdUOT 1 Uwi EOI
It was a very large house, with its own garages and grounds. There was one room
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that was permanently locked and had the curtains drawn because it was so
expensively furnished and decorated, but the cleaner would let visitors in to look for
a few minutes under close supervision. There was a big conservatory whose only
drawback was an excess of bees and wasps, after the grapes that grew there; and
there was a gardener and even a private track which led from the back garden down
to Porthpean beach. This was not a private beach, but it might as well have been on
certain days and at certain times of the day, even during the Summer months. The
house belonged to a consultant gynaecologist, whose name was (I think) Wilson-
Clyne. (There was a Dauglas G. Wilson-Clyne who was a gynaecologist and the
author of a textbook on the subject, whose dates were 19121989; and it may well
have been he).

The holiday was a rare taste of luxury for adults and children alike. Harry
and Pip and Geraldine came with us as usual and it was like a long house party,
with games in the large garden and on the beach, and little need for excursions.
There was also a library and | spent some part of the holiday reading a History of
Scotland which | found there. The gardi O1 Uz U w O E @itlgarpdnd)he 3vasian
extremely shy man. We were told that he would do everything necessary in the
garden; but we must not attempt to approach him, let alone talk to him because this
would cause him intense embarrassment. You can imaghe the amusement this
caused in us children.

| remember long days on the beach; and swimming and diving off the rocks,
to the left of the beach. We sat in deckchairs in the garden, while my sister and
cousin abused the people who sat on the topdeck of the buses that went past the
TEUE]I OwOOw/ OUUT x1 EOw1 OEEWEOEWOOO0I EWEOPOwWDPOU

We had little need to go out, but we visited the harbour at Charlestown,
OOUI wUT EOQwWOOET dww3T PUwUI T Ol EwWEws OEOwdauUT BOT
still a working harbour and Dad, Uncle Harry, my brother and | went down there to
watch the men loading the china-clay onto ships there. Uncle Harry told me, many
years later, that this was where he and Dad had bought my brother his first pint of
beer (though he would certainly have been under age at the time). Charlestown is
no longer a working harbour in the old sense. When | went back with my wife, it
had become a place where they moored vessels used in the making of costume
dramas about the sea. The place seems to be very successful in this way, although
whether it brings any employment into the local area, | know not.
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President Kennedy and Harold Macmillan, the British P.M.
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Mr Rhee of Life, and Time
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Langth of span from centeo to cvntme of Towers 1000 feet
Helght of Towemn 190 feot above high water lovel
w o bonom of Girder 82 feol o, ” o
Girders 15 fect doop, 35 ool apare
Car &6 feet bong, 24 foet wide, driven by eléctricity,
cries in 2L minutes

The old transporter between Widnes and Runcorn

The new bridge
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the trees.

Charlestown Harbour. Storage bins for china clay on the right?
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Chapter 10
RNt | w( w”" EOCzU0wW' | Ox w%E O

You
Pop Music
Acker Bilk Stranger on the Shore
Cliff Richard The Young Ones
Chubby Checker Let's Twist Again
Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen March of the Siamese Childr
The Shadows Wonderful Land
B. Bumble and the Stingers Nut Rocker
Elvis Presley Good Luck Charm
Mike Sarne with Wendy Richard Come Outside
Joe Brownand the Bruvvers A Picture Of You
Ray Charles | Can't Stop Loving You
Frank Ifield | Remember You
Elvis Presley She's Not You
The Tornados Telstar
Frank Ifield Lovesick Blues
Elvis Presley Return to Sender

Cliff Richard and The Shadows Bachelor Boy

Kenny Ball and Acker! DOOWEOUT wElI 0O0O0T T EwUOwWUT T wi UUEUA& W
country produced at the time; EU0w ( wOl YI Uwi EEWOUET wUDOI wi O
SUUEEzZOwOOEIT U Matétheualsenicd, ftbm Ehe thérts at this date,of The

Beatles as indeedOi ws UT T w, 1 UUT aw2OUOEz wbOwi 1 01 UEOB ww
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heroes still tended to come from the East End of London ¢ for example Joe Brown,
EOQOEwl PUws! UUYYIT UUz8ww Uwi EUWEUwWUT T w O1 UPEEC
EIl OO0l UwuUl OI OET Ul EQOWEUOwWUT T wxi 1 0601 OO0wOi wU
Checker, who was no longer chubby because he(allegedly and visibily) lost several
UOOOT UwbOwpki BT T Owkl POl wsUPPUUDPOT zwl PUwPEAa WEE
do, though it required a lot of energy and it was different enough from conventional
sS10EOWEOEW1 000z wUOWEEGUDPUI WEwWOI b wdnped@ded b BOT O
Ol wOAWETT wi EYT wi EEwl OOUTT wOOWEUPOOS wws OYPU W
still successful imitator, Cliff Richard, whose orientation was already giving rise to
much speculation, in view of the title of thatrecord-s ! EET I O Ohéne wedastlld ww 3
plenty of artists in the list whom | have always thought of, from that day to this, as
NOUUOwxOEDPOQwsPkPl UZOwODPOIl wwUEOOw (i Pl OEQwUT OUT
mother.

Perhaps the most popular lyric of all around this time was fr om the TV series
Rawhide, which starred a young Clint Eastwood and had a very catchy theme tune:

Rollin' Rollin' Rollin' !

Keep movin', movin', movin'!
Though they're disapprovin’,
Keep them doggies movjRRawhide!
Don't try to understand 'em,
Just ope and throw and grab 'em

Move 'em on, head 'em up,
Head 'em up, move 'em out,
Move 'em on, head 'em quRawhide!
Set 'em out, ride 'em in
Ride 'em in, let 'em out,
Cut 'em out, ride 'em inRawhide!

TheWorld

John Steinbeck won the Nobel Prize for literature . # E Y D E w +dwkefre of Arabia
won all the awards and was a smash hit at the Box Office, making a star of Omar
Sharif EOE w/ 1 Ul U windy Wathol Odxhibit ed his Campbell's Soup Can. The
first person was Killed t rying to Cross the Berlin Wall from East to West. Marilyn
Monroe was found dead. Rachel Carson published Silent Spring but what |

6 My sister begs to differ. She says the authorised version was
Don't try to understand 'em,
Just rope and throw and bind 'em....
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principally remember about world affairs was the two -week Cuban Missile Crisis of
October 1962, when it seemedas if the world might come to an end.
This was the period when MAD was not simply the title of a magazine: it also
UUOOEwWIi OUws OUU U ED G WhediyUthat it thdreUngng @ Third
World War between the USA and th e USSR, it would result in each of them blowing
the other up with nuclear weapons, and taking the rest us along with them, to
Armageddon (if you were Jewish) OU ws ! Uif yoli WekezEnglish) . According to
the theory, the prospect of this happening was so awful that neither side would
actually ever start a war in the first place; but of course the theory could never be
Ul U0l EwOUUOWEOEWaOUWEOUOEWO! YI UwUUOT wOUUwU
something that made us feel very secure, even if we were. 1962 seems to have been
the nearest we got to the great Atomic Buggery in the sky.
On October 14, a United States Air Force (USAF) U-2 aeroplane, on a photo-
reconnaissancemission obtained pictures of Soviet missile bases under construction
in Cuba. The Americans announced to the World that the Cubans and the Soviets
had secretly begun to build bases in Cuba for a number ofmedium -
range and intermediate -range ballistic nuclear missiles (MRBMs and IRBMs), which
would give them the ability to strike most of the continental USA. They decided that
they could not live with this and determined to get the missilesout O w" UEEOws E a wl
pre-emptive airstrikes, but Ul O U O1 E w O OquatantiDey OfBhd islan unstead:
they would not permit offensive weapons to be delivered to Cuba and demanded
that the Soviets dismantle the bases already under construction or already
completed. Again, we now know that t he Kennedy administration did not think
that the Kremlin would agree ; and fully expected a military confrontation. On the
Soviet side, Khrushchev wrote to Kennedy that the blockade was illegal and s EOwWE E U w
of aggression propelling humankind into the abys sz 6
So it really did seemEUwHi wbil whki Ul ws DOwi OUwbUz OwEDE w
pals on the top of the 61 buson the way to school, discussing whether the world was
going to end. Not that we went in for panic -buying of food, or the construction of
bunkers, or last desperate attempts to extract the most out of life while one could ¢
all things which would have been theoretically possible for adults . No, like the Abbe
Sieyes during the French Revolution, we simply survived. 7
It turned out that negotiations had been going on in secret; and the
confrontation ended on October 28 when President Kennedy and UN Secretary
GeneralU Thant reached both a public and secret agreement with Khrushchev.
Publicly, the Soviets would dismantle their offensive weapons in Cuba and return
them to the Sowviet Union, in exchange for a public declaration by the US that it
would never invade Cuba. Secretly, the US also agreed that it would dismantle all
US-built Thor and Jupiter IRBMs previously deployed in Turkey. An additional

7 Asked how he had managed to survive all the violence of the French Revolution, the Abbe Siéyeés is
said to have U1 x O)b7 Eé@gFavourite story of history master J.R.D.Jones).
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outcome of the negotiations was the creation of the s T O 7 BeBv®dn Moscow and
Washington, a direct means of communication which enabled the leadersto talk to
Il EET wOUIl 1T UwEOGEwWT O x sinhildy @anfontagidd 1in firrd z WVE @l
EUI EOT T EWEWUDT T wOil wuil OP1 i OWEGEwW*1 001 EazUwUI
371 whEIl Ewl OUWEEOUUwWUT ECOwWPOwWUT 1T wx OO0l Uwl EOT w
i PWWs 1 WEPE Oz UwOO 0P wkdhnsaw thelgdlOds auddhsiddabl® I 1 w1 U
humli EUDOOOwW ECEwW PUwWw PEUWUT T w" UEEQw " UPUDPUW PT B
OYIl UUT UOPOWEOEwW! Ul 41T Ol YZUWEI EPUPOOWUOWEUDPOEU
On 12 September 1962a British civil servant called Vassall was arrested and
charged with espionage. Vassall had worked as a photographer for the RAF during
the Second World War. In the 1950s hehad been a Naval Attaché at the British
embassy inMoscow, where he was lonely. In 1954, he was invited to a party
(arranged by the KGB), where he was encouraged tobecome extremely drunk, and
where he was photographed in a compromising position with several men. The KGB
then used these photographs to blackmail Vassall into working for them as a spy.
Vassall then worked as Private Secretary toa junior Conservative Minister in the
Admiralty . He then provided the Soviets with several thousand classified
documents, including information o n British radar, torpedoes, anti-submarine
equipment and hovercraft. In October 1962, Vassallwas sentenced to 18 years in jail.
(He was released in 1972, having served ten years. He published an autobiography
in 1975. In later life he changed his surname to Phillips, and worked quietly for a
firm of solicitors in Gray's Inn).
Homosexuality was a complete mystery to me in 1962 (still is in many ways);
but | was beginning to learn about feudalism. A s Y E U Uds G zpeasant who
occupied a distinctly inferior position in feudal society. So, in my mind, whatever
Ol l EUPOUUWEEUDPYDPUPI UwUT PUw x o Wer® ia Yane Way s 5 EUUE
associatedwith the obligations owed by a medieval peasant to his lord. Both clearly
involved subservience and degradation and both may have involved some kind of
SEOOEET | ZOWEUwWPOws UT 1T wUPI UwUT E U wE of®iEngam g wx U (
Bondagearound this time as well). It would be better not to enquire too far int o why
this man was called Vassall.
Notwithstanding the existential threat, o urs seemed a very peaceful and
civilised country compared to France, particularly in relation to decolonisation .
There was a vicious war going on in Algeria, where the French government was
trying to put down a nationalist insurrection led by the FLN. There were h undreds,
if not thousands of casualties. The French officially regarded Algeria as an integral
part of France. Algerie Francais! was both a slogan and a policy; and General de
Gaulle had come to power in 1958 0n the backs of the support of the French settlers
in Algeria. He soon realised the need to withdraw; but this did not alter the power
of the piedsnoirs. The French settlers who had been born in Algeria and who,
determined to stay there, mounted a guerrilla campaign of their own, both in Algeria
and in France, to which large parts of the French military establishment were said to
be sympathetic. There were plots to assassinate de Gaulle (on which Frederick
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FO U U a Thé Ray i the Jackaks based). Algerie Francais! was adopted as the war-
EUAwOi wEwWOI pwyvals ®wivwEOEU b7 &b w OFyanBdiionkleus . 6 6
Oz UOB | wThdreEwad &lrodt a civil war there. At this date, we had seen
nothing like this in the UK .
Notwithstanding my general disinterest in football, you could not ignore the
rise and rise of Liverpool F.C. My uncle supported E verton (always had and always
did); but Liverpool tr ained down the laneztuat the ground near M elwood Avenue,
very near where Michael Jackson lived. (I read now that the ground was later
transformed into a gop class facilityzby Bill Shanky O WE U0 wUT T wY DI pwi UOO w,
was of a very ordinary field, on which we often trespassed).
When Bill Shankly signed Ron (ak.a.s 1 O b EvaatAnuduly 1961, he claimed
that Liverpool would quickly move back into the First Division, from which it had
been relegated in 19524; and, within 12 months, he was proved right. With Yeats as
captain, lan St John lan Callaghan and Roger Hunt, Liverpool won promotion in the
19612 Season. Needless to say this did not impress Everton fans, who came up with
the chant:

Oh we fateBill Shankly and we hate St John
But most of all we hate big Ron

And we'll kill the Coppites ne by one
And throw them in the River Mersey!

School
School Report Summer 196@rm IVA

Form master Mr | Wilde
oUT OUT T wbOl YPUEEOQAWEEOOI Ews, EUUazwEI U1 UwlOT 1T u

Average age 15yrs4 m
My ageld years 6 m

Height 5ft 5 ¥2Weight8 st 3 Ibs

Overall OE Us@wEd 1 T Uz
[1s in everything except PE[¢ Ewi EPUwI | § OUUz

, EUUa z UwE O Qgn géograpiyGurdue E OPUEE OI wx Ux DOy

8 Rowdy YateswasE OUOQwUT 1 wOEOT wOi w" OP ORAmBIE UUP OOEZ UWET EUEEUIT Uw
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You can tell | was getting into my stride with this grammar school stuff + and
coming out from under the shadow of my brother. . QwUT T wOUT T Uwl EQEOwO:
s z w Ol YI résultsk ihat year were spectacular. In those days they gave
percentages rather than A, B and C etc and this meant that the true stars showed.
My brother z U w @ t6rlMaths, Physics and Chemistry were above 80%; and even (in
Chemisty) over 90%s. He won the Innes OgHutcheson Prize | OUwUT | wEI UOuws
result and was awarded a Scholarship to Liverpool University , to read Chemistry.
We were all very proud, but it was even more difficult to compete with him  now,
except by moving sideways and going in for the Arts subjects.
C.P. Snow (1905 +¢ 1980 had lectured about The Two Culturesin 1959,
lamenting ti T wT UOT wET UbI 1 OtendoyGridelleiaB & O Wik B Esiidngsw U1 O
there was certainly EwOEUOI EWEDYDPUDOOwWE I2EDI IOEW g 6 Twiwd QU
not allowed to mix the two when it came to your choice of A levels and you had to
start choosing which side you were on, and what path you were going to pursue, in
the4ral EUOWET EEUUT wUT ECWPEUWUOT 1 wx Woseuzetwgen O1 Y1 O
s5w UUUzwEOEwWws5w2EDPI OETl z6ww3l 1 wel OPET wEEOI u
I PUUOUAW@UT OUTT wOOUwWs O1 OPUT wODUI UEUUUI Owl UxI
going to keep up with my brother in Science.
Harold Wilsonz Uw U x | 1 EHe witit& @41 Of tne technological revolution 7 w
was not made until 1963; but the idea was in the air; and certainly the Science
gusto) thought it distinctly odd that I, who w EUw UT OQUT T Ow UOwWET wsEE
deliberately choose the Arts. And it was odd too, from the point of view of the
numbers. Twice as many boys opted for V Science, and there had to be two forms
created for it, at least in my year, whereas there was only oneV dArtsz but two V
SSciencg Forms. Dickie berated anyone who was thought to have brains but wanted
to read Arts. We few, we unhappy eccentric few, were made to feel that we were
letting the country down somehow. He referred to us collectively as s T ERUB®UUUZ w
EOEWEUOI Ewll wEPUI EUOCawOOI wE E adikeniydnathengE D E Oz U w
cang remember what | said. | liked Chemistry for example, but never felt that |
loved it, in the way that both my father and brother did, or that | had their nat ural
talent.
Was it a good, or a bad, thing, to be at a sngle sex school? | am not sure.
When | was young and an iconoclast, | thought it was bad. Though | make no
complaint about the education | received, | did think ¢ say at the age of 18- that the
almost complete segregation of the sexes betweenthe agesof 11 and 18 made it
extremely difficult, when you eventually decided that it would be interesting to try
to cross the barrier. Girls had become an alien species, and when you did make
contact, iti 1T OUwOPOl wYPUPUDPOT wUPOT WEUWUT T wo9OO3 wws8:
with them. The fact that | had a younger sister, whom | always loved dearly, made
little difference to this. She might be a girl but she was, after all, my sister and
therefore a member of my tribe, rather than another.
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It was many years before | understood that there were boys who had the
same kind of feelings for other boys, as we were beginning to feel for girls, although
there were plenty of jokes about gjueersy dokes were a knd of currency (given that
none of us had any money, to speak of) and we all used to laugh at every joke of a
risqué nature, whether we understood it or not, for fear of being thought stupid or
nave + UT 1 wUEOTI wUI EUOOwPT awadlwEPEDegddauFol Ow UOC
EOUT OUT T wUOTT Ul wPhEUwsT O00O0xT OEPEzOQwUT 1 Ul whEUwC
OUwsl 1 UOExT UOEPUI UzOwOUwi OUwUTl EOwOEUUTI Uws Oa
been talking about the creatures in the Greek myths or the travels of Sir bhn
Mandeville. The words were used in jokes, but there was no reality to the discourse.

There are few dreamsthat | can recall from that time in my life; but | can
remember swimming, before | could swim. | think | had learned to swim when |
was at the primary school: we were encouraged to do that; and at that time | used to
go to Norris Green Baths, sometimes with my friend Allan Dickson, from W.D.C of
E. At the grammar school we played football or rugby during the winter terms, but
had a choice in the summer between swimming and cricket, and there was never
any contest here for me since cricket was a game which | disliked as much as
football. This was partly because it was a teamgame, and partly because | always
found cricket so boring: it seemed to me there was nothing to do at all, for hours at a
time, unless you were a good batsman or bowler. Swimming was a different matter:
| loved it.

From The Holt, we went to Picton Road Baths, either by bus or on foot. These
were much older than Norris G reen and had a different layout. It was warmer, the
pool was smaller than the large one at Norris Green (where there were three pools),
and it had the changing cubicles all around it, rather than at a distance and separated
by the showers. So you could changeand jump straight into the pool. | look back on
Picton with a strange combination of feelings of pleasure, and surprise. The water
was warm but also this was where | had my first orgasm, unrecognised as such, but
brought on by swimming the breast stroke for a long time. The rhythmic repetition
had an effect on me which was unmistakable, but which at the time | did not know
how to repeat, without swimming a great deal further.

Picton Road was where we went with the school; but, out of school, my
friends and | took to walking to Dovecot Baths on a Saturday morning, which were
almost identical to those at Norris Green + UT UT 1 wx OOOUo wOEUT 1 OWEDY DI
where the water was incredibly warm. We used to stay at there for what seemed
like hours at a time, on any given Saturday morning in the early 1960s. We would
meet by the bus-stop, walk along Leyfield Roadto s 31 1 w3 U P B &dn@thezsi@ew U1 |
of Cardinal Allen (a1 OOEOQOw " EUT (yfamram dEMOEl)z dast the Carmelite
monastery next door, throug h the waste ground and across the dual carriageway to
the Baths. There was a lot of larking around as well as swimming, and on one
occasion we had an argument with the baths attendant, who was a particularly
aggressive young man who used to shout
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DONZTI STAND THERE, STAND ON THE FUCKING... as he pointed to nowhere in
particular.

So we were never sure which particular part of the FUCKING he wished us to avoid
and which part of the FUCKING, precisely, we were allowed to stand on. The
dispute must have escalated because we were hauled up before the Baths Manager,
who resembled Inspector Barlow of Z Cars in appearance and demeanour,but saw
it as his job to conciliate. | acted as spokesman, voicing our complaint about the
vagueness of the charge, and asserting our good character. | think the Manager was
Gruppenfuhrer down, by blaming the whole thing on THE EBULLIENCE OF
YOUTH.?®

On the way back from the Baths, we would stop for a sherbet dip at a small
sweet shop which seemed to have been built on the cinders next to the waste
ground. The sherbet powder, when sucked through a straw made of liquorice, had a
particularly powerful effect on lungs already weakened by the inhalation of chlorine
gas, but one which we found pleasant. Then home, as Pepys would say, laughing
and joking by the monastery, except on one occasion whenwe were set on by the
I x O0a OKlusdovitesz a gang from the Moscow Road area of the City. There
were about a dozen of them, large and small, and of varying ages, hard-looking
louts, who got one of us down on the floor and ut the boot inz The victim was a
boy called Roger Fallon (who seldom came with us, and never came again). Hehad
to have several stitches in his head, the matter was reported to the Police, and the
guilty party was , | think, prosecuted; but it made me at any rate more than a little
wary about walking around unfamiliar (and even familiar) parts of Liverpool , even
in broad daylight .

%UOOwWUDOI wOOwUPOl wOOPEEEaAaUwWPUwhPUwUVBUTTI UL
40PUTl ZwWUOWEUwWUOwWT 1 UWEEE Owb é&dualThe) Bdit. withave T wUT O
never done so, because the truth is that | have kept in touch with those | truly liked,
and there are some of the others | would have run paid good money, or run a mile to
EYOPEwWI YI OwU0iT 1 OOwl REI xOwll EVau@bEEadOuOEOoDa
the Muscovites, incidentally + none of them were at The Holt; but some of the boys
in 1D, and for that matter 4D or V General, wer e also to be avoided if you.

(WEOOZUwWDOEOUET wEOOWUT T wEGaUwbOwhe wuwbOwU
vicious. Mostly, they were just not the sort of people you wanted to get close to.

There was one chap called Birdt s ! PUEDI z Owbl OUI wEl Pl | wET EUEE
At some point or other he encountered Rob Bell, a boy from a similar background,
but of a very different nature, who had a way with language and a ready wit. Rob

9 The baths at Dovecot Road andNorris Green were pulled down in the 1990s, though they were not

so old as smaller pools like Picton Road and Lister Drive. This was apparently because they were too

expensive to maintain. They must certainly have been expensive to heat, given the size of the
EUPOEDPOT OWEOEwWUT 1T w0l Ox1 UE oig) 1 wOil wOT T whEUI UwbOwUT 1 ws EE
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had been studying Birdie for some time, and on one occasion, in front of the whole
class (I think this was in Art, where the Forms mingled at one point), he says to him

s $BrkP1 Owa OUz Y1 wi OUwEwi EET wOPOl wUOUUwxPUUB

Which was a very accurate description. ( OEDET OUEOOaOw! PUEz UwUOUUQC
to his physiognomy. His attitude to schoolwork was that it was all right to do well
POwli REOQOUOwWwxUOYPETI EwUT E0waOUwWEPEOz Uws POUOZ wi ¢
the theory that the exam ought to be a test of innate intelligence, rather than your
ability to learn or concentrate, or make an effort; but | am not sure Birdie articulated
the thought. He just had an aversion to work. So, when | did spectacularly well in
mock or real exams ¢+ compared to him - T I w P OUOEwWUEaw Ul EQwUT DU
ECaUl POT OwEI EEUUl w(wl EEwspPOUOI Ez8ww6i PET whE
gained anything in life by not working . His seemed a perverse attitude to take in the
age of meritocracy; and yet there were many, even atthe Grammar school who
simply gave up and came away with less than they could have got out of the system.
By the time we got into the fourth year, we were getting quite big and in a
position to do some serious bullying of younger boys . Forms IVD and V General
were the spiritual home of the school bullies; and there was some serious fighting
done too. Fights were a form of mass entertainment, akin to bearbaiting and
dogfighting, but they usually broke out spontaneously, over some minor
disagreement or point of pride. However, they were also arranged, sometimes, for
the wider entertainment . On one occasion, there was one staged behind the shops at
Childwall Fiveways, between a younger but athletic boy called Taylor and an older,
smaller, but more aggressive one called Patterson.’® Patterson had announced that
he was going to fix Taylor. Sensing that some dirty work was afoot, Taylor insisted
on conditions, designed to ensure a fair fight (I am not clear now what these were, or
how they could have been enforced). A large part of the school, at least of the
relevant age group gathered to watch. Patterson arrived and put down his satchel.
Then he took off his belt, as if he was merely stripping for action; but then suddenly
he wrapped the belt up in such a way as to make a weapon out of the buckle, and
rushed at Taylor, striking him hard on the forehead. Taylor staggered, there was
blood everywhere, and then he hurled himself on top of his assailant and started to
beat the living daylights out of him.
3T T wi BT T OwUOOOWEUOOI wU RaarsbrBvas empBliéiugad | EU w s |
we were all given a severe dressingdown for being passive bystanders at a
disgraceful event. The fact that it was off school premises was no excuse, or
mitigation ¢+ and rightl y so. Our behaviour that day is one reason for the title | have
T DYl OwOOwUT T wUl EOOEwWxEUU WOl wUT PUw, 1 OOPUOWEOE
criticism. We all behaved like animals that day.

10 A pseudonym.
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Taylor, Patterson, and the rest of us involved in this episode were in the A
and B forms and felt some degree of responsibility for their actions and towards
society; but some of the boys in IVD and V General appeared to have none, andwere
beyond all discipline. You can see that from the school photos: those who did not
even wear the school blazer, which was compulsory, stand out clearly. There was
OOUT POT WUOWET wEOO!I whbPUT wOT 1 OWEOGEWUT T awpkl Ul wk
they even staged a minor riot on the school field, on the last day of the Summer
term, which would also have been their last day at school. | can remember a horde
of them charging around, with a few of them singing Whenthe Red Revolution Comes
This is curious, looking back on it. | would not have thought that the average
member of V General would have had the least idea what Socialism was about; but
When the Revolution Comésactually an authentic Socialist song. Sung to the tune of
Glory Glory Hallelujah) it goes

Free beer for all the workers

Free beer for all the workers

Free beer for all the workers
When the red revolution comes

We'll turn Buckingham Palace into a public lavatory
We'll turn Buckingham Palace into a public lavatory
We'll turn Buckingham Palace into a public lavatory
When the red revolution comes
The approximate date is confirmed by some of the other lines
We'll make Princess Margaret do a striptease in the Strand
We'll make Winston Churchill smoke a Woodbine everyday
We'll make Hugh Gaitskell sell his shares in ICI
We'll make Lady Docker sweep the steps of Transport House
We'll make Johnny Gollan eat a dozen British roads
Hugh Gaitskell was a leader of the British Labour Party, and therefore regarded by
"OOOUOPUUUWEVUWEWEEXxPUEOPUUWOEEOI awbOUwsUUOOD(
UT EUTl UwPOw( " (w( wEOOZUwOOOPS wwep' 1| WEDT EwDbOwhNt

(as opposed to Socialist), the wife of a millionaire who was always in the news in the
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PEUWUT 1T w21 EUI UEVUaA WOl wlOT T w! UDUADIUWB'UO QDEDE Wi/
British road to Socialism, and the presence of these words in the song probably
indicate some arcane internal dispute in the C.P.G.B., or else a dispute between it
and the C.P.S.U. (Communist Party of the Soviet Union), which most people (even
on the Left) were still trying to distance themselves from in 1962,in view of the
brutal crushing of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956.
371 wi EVET UU0wli EUEOEQwWOiI WwEOOQWPEUwWxUOEEEOa wE
a big mouth, in more ways than one. | have blown up one of t he school photos and
you will immediately be able to recognise him, arms folded, leer across his face, ears
stuck out to indicate that he was not going to co-operate, even if it involved mere
listening. My memory of him is this. In the summer time, those of us who took
sandwiches for our lunch ate them on the school field, but in the winter time, we
were allowed to shleter POwW UT T wT EOCOI UawoOil wUOT T wUET OOOuw I E
favourite hunting ground. Like a ravening wolf, he could get in there (contra ry to all
UT 1T wUUOT UAKWEOEWI RUOUUWUEOGEPPET T UWEQGEWOUT T Uw
need to use force, since his very presence was menacing. So he would simply
enquire whether you wanted everything your loving mother had prov ided for you;
and proceeded to hoover everything up.
Notwithstanding the prize fights and the revolution on the playing -field and
the meagre diet of Gobbo leftovers, we did some quite serious stuff academically at
that school, especially in the fourth year. Spike Rankin taught us English and we
s EPEz w2l E Bdnty ¥;lbEtUnl agddion, | remember writing an essay about
something that the critic Empson had written ¢ he who wrote Seven Types of
Ambiguity and was expelled from Cambridge for having contraceptives in his room.
| EUT Ul EwUTEQw $O0xUOO0OwWwPEUWPUOOT wUOOwWUIIT wEOGaU
description of the blooming of a flower. This, as we would say through the blue
cigarette haze which hung in the bikesheds, wass Ul UDPOUUwUT PUz 6 ww( wUI
what | was talking about; but Spike seemed to think it was a good effort.
It was around this time that the elder brother of Doylie Doyle, who was to
become a bus conductor after he left school, broke into Dovecot Baths one night and
deposited a different kind of shit on t he bottom of the pool. Donz UWE UOwOT wbi a O
we thought this was an amusing act of rebellion. | suppose the Baths Manager
would have put it down to the ebullience of youth.
After swimming came cycling. | had always had a bike ¢ a three-wheeler
Gresham Flyer when | was very small, and later a Triumph with straight handlebars,
which | think | took over from my brother; but around the age of 13 or 14, | was
DOUUOGEUETI EwUOws xUOx 1 Uzwhésa ga@eBtORadudeenun&adlil EOw) |
together before the War (and | daresay afterwards); and | acquired a Sun Waspwith
drop handlebars ¢ the acid test for whether it was a proper s U E Ellképgtidat Sun
Waspall the way through until I was at University, wh en | unwisely sold it or got rid
of it, in favour of a more fashionable, but less robust and less reliable, Cinelli.
Between the ages of say 14 and 16, a group of around six of us took up cycling
in quite a serious way, though only one (Graham) ever joined a club and raced.
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Instead, we basically had our own club, though one without rules, and we went out
for day excursions, invariably at a weekend during term time . This period in my life
seems now to have been a golden age, which stretched on and on, althrough my
youth, an endless succession of weekends where Saturday was spent getting ready
for the ride (with maybe a practice short ride thrown in) and Sunday was devoted to
the ride itself. Yet in fact, we are only talking about a period of three years, which
now seems to have flashed by. | suppose we had a lot of shared experiencesat an
impressionable age.

There were trips to the East and South of West Derby, to Frodsham (where
there was a hill to be climbed at the end) and to Delamere Forest, and b places to the
North like Parbold (where there was another hill); but we usually went into North
Wales, taking the early Sunday morning ferry across the Mersey and wending our
way through Wirral, past Two Mills and through Queensferry , where Wales began
That was where the serious choices had to be madet whether to carry on for Mold,
the Rainbow, the Bwich and Ruthin, where we often stopped in the Winter. Or on,
in the Summer to Corwen. Or elseto head South for Wrexham and Bangor on Dee
(to give it the English name). Or branch out along the coast road for the North
Wales resorts ¢ Rhyll etc, Colwyn Bay, Conway, even Llandudno. Or inland,
through the mountains to Cilcain and Babel, Halkyn, Buckley or Denbigh. There
was an infinite variety of lanes and steep hills and descents and hazards of one kind
or another to be negotiated. | remember one of the longest and most challenging
days involved going over to Betwys -y-Coed via Ruthin and Corwen and then
descending the Clwyd V alley all the way into Conw ay and then coming home via
the coast road. That was well over a 100 miles and a good twelve hour ride; bu you
could do that in the summer, without taking lights, provided you spent the whole
day in the saddle and were not interested in stoppin g to see he sights. Wi wbi Ul 0z Uw
really interested in the countryside, except as thebackdrop to a good ride.

For a year or two, we had an obsession about getting to Anglesey and bak in
the day, which was a tall order. We never quite made it, but we got to with in a few
miles of Bangor and the Menai Strait once before turning back, which seemed like
some kind of achievement. On another occasion, we had to be rescued by my father
because one of us was in minor collision with the wing mirror of a car, came off and
buckled a wheel; and although we coU OE w Ol OEWEwWwxUOEUUUI QOwbi wEE
wheels with us. Dad was very forgiving of you thful misdemeanours and escapades
and prepared to go to any lengths to help us out.

It was not always the same six. Me, Graham J#s, Chris Beazer, Brian Brown,
Duncan Woods and lan Evans, but sometimes Colin Frazer and in the early days
10T T UWwHEOOOOwWmbl OWUOET WEWWEOEOOAWEDOEWUOO! UDC
(who subsequently competed at Olympic Level for Great Britain and s ometimes
friends of Grahamz from Merseyside Wheelers. | have fond memories of Colin
Frazer. His father had relocated from Aberdeen Docks to Liverpool in 1960, and
Colin joined us in Form IIA, when we were starting Latin. | remember that, because
of the superiority of the Scottish educational system at the time, he had already done
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a year of Latin, but he was a shy, small boy when he first joined us; and, because |
liked him and he was a stranger, | took the trouble to befriend him. He became a
regular O1 OET UwOi wOUUWEAEOPOT WEOUEOWEOEwWlI EEWE W5 B
ECEWOEUI UwEUws " O006zww' Il wl EEwUl Ewl EPUWEOGE wT
sporting a small red moustache. Other boys objected to this and he was waylaid one
day in the Art room . One boy trimmed off some hair, while others held him down
and tried to shave off the moustache with a blunt instrument . Colin took great
exception to this and seemed to think that the rest of us had let him down, either by
failing to inform him of the impending attack or failing to intervene on his behalf
while it was taking place. You can understand his point of view.
After a year or two Colin decided that girls were more interesting than bikes.
(wUl OI OET Uwi DPOwUI OOPOT woOl OwUuOOl PT EUWEOOUIT Ox
metal tube, which | rather took to heart, though it did not make me change my
addiction to cycling . With hindsight, what he said was only half true, though. The
point is, surely, thatyou canUUO U OOT wEwOI UEOWUUETI OWEUUwWDPUWEOI
He stopped cycling and started smoking, which | saw as a sign of moral de cay
¢ more than the fact that he also acquired a girlfriend. He was a talented artist, but
EPEOZUwPOUOOWEOEWT OUWEOWHOEDI I 1 Ul OUwUI Cwobdi u
anything of his life; but, decades later when | met him again briefly, he said that he
had been given an ultimatum by his father and that, on leaving school, he went to
college, began to study again and qualified as an architect. This in turn led to his
moving back to Scotland, and indeed to Shetland, during the oil boom, when there
were plenty of houses to design, but little else to do but drink whisky. He continued
to smoke as well, and died a few years ago in his late 50s, having had a shortish life
but a merry one. | understand that he married that first girlfriend, Anne, and they
had children, but they divorced and she died of cancer, many years ago, in
Aberdeen.
61 wi Ul gU1 OUI EWEAaEOPUUZUWEEIT | @mdwims df UT w OT 1
orange juice, to be consumed along with the sandwiches (generally prepared by our
mothers); and there was often a Jukebox. There were cafedike this in Two Mills,
OUIT 1T OUI 1 UUa Ow Betwys-H-Coed)y ard lintRurcgrnu and it was best to
UUPEOQwUOwWUT IrathErahBryd ot gthéusris bf ledihblishment, where the
owner, or other customers, might object to the sound made by your cycling shoes,
were often far from the City, its cultural influence was widespread).
| think it was in Runcorn that we disco vered the drawback to wearing racing
shorts. The reason for wearing them was to look cool; but the recommendation was
wear nothing underneath. The thinking being that cycling shorts, of the racing
variety, were fitted with a chamois leather inside, so WET Ux EQUUwbPI Ul Oz OwC
from the point of view of comfort and warmth. The drawback was what happened
PT 1 OQwadUwl EEWEOQwI Ul EUPOOB ww( T wOTl PUwl Exx1 Ol E
it was pretty obvious, and not obviously pretty to behold. You might have thought
this would not be a problem when we spent the whole day in more or less
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continuous exertion on the bikes; but you would be wrong about that one. Erections
were only too likely to occur when you were in a cafe, sitting around a Jukebox,
disculUDOT w) DPOOw! UOPOI 7z Uw U Briaethéngl ward 10toub &0 w Ew OU |
appeared on early chat shows in a low cut dress. They ought to warn you about
these things, when you buy cycling shorts.
And then there were the youth -hostelling holidays, again in that short
window of youth between 1962 and 1965. In those days you had to travel between
Youth Hostels by pushbike or on foot: you were not allowed to go by car(at least not
in England and Walesk 8 ww" OOCEDPUDOOUwWPI Ul w2xEUUEOWEOE W3
perform each day, usually washing up or cleaning, but sometimes chopping wood
or clearing undergrowth; and | recall one occasion when the washing up had to be
done in a stream, since there was no unning water in the hostel. It was a kind of
Hitler Youth Camp, without the German ideology.
My youth hostel card, issued by Merseyside Youth Hostels Ltd, Scotland
Road, Liverpool, shows that we first went to Llangollen for a weekend, as a trial
run. | remember that visit, because the Warden confiscated our cards for some
alleged misdemeanourt P1T wUT OUT T OwPUwPEUwWOIT Ul wtbBnd NUEDET 1
had to be advocate again and plead for us to get them back (which worked). Then
we branched further afield to the Lake District; and around the Peak District. Some
Youth Hostels had exotic names in those days, and exotic stamps which they put on
your card, which provided a nice record, for example Cagopermines house, Conistoor
Treyarnon for surfing The hostel in Delamere Forest was calledFox Howl but we
never got to Dirtpot or Once BrewedpD Ow - OUUT UOEI UOEOEAS ww ( WEE
guarrels between us, notwithstanding the possibility for tension. Usually between
50 and 100 miles a day. Usually a weé in all, though the Cornwall trip was much
longer. Graham and | tended to plan the holidays in my house beforehand. He
would bring a map and we would plot the distances carefully. Then we would book
the hostels in advance, sending postal orders as a mans of payment, and stamped-
addressed envelopes (s.a.e.s). There were never any administrative hiccups. The
Youth Hostels were cheap and efficient, though as | have said, somewhat Spartan:
iron bedsteads, very little heating and needless to say, no double glazing. (You had
to take your own sheet, though blankets were provided).

The Hobbs Murder

A horrible murder took place in Liverpool, not far from the school. Lesley Hobbs
was a schoolgirl, aged 12. She was stabbed, antattered to death with an ash tray,

in the lounge of her own house, whilst her moth er and father had gone out one
Sunday evening and she had been left, apparently babysitting. Over 500 officers
were brought in, including policemen from the WestMidlands. The police said they
had never seen anything like the carnagein the house. There were rumours that she
had had a boyfriend and that he had visited her during the course of the evening;
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but she seems too young for a boyfriend; and the rumours that the murderer was a
boyfriend were never substantiated.
We were all agog while the gnanhuntzwas going on. Then it turned out that
the murderer was Peter Rix, who attended The Holt. | had known himas s 1 DR DI z w
when we were both in Form 1D three years before. He was 15 now. There were
rumours that he had known Lesley Hobbs, but also that he had simply been passing
the house at the time of the murder. Rix was insane.Though he was held at Walton
prison, he was convicted of Manslaughter rather than Murder, presumably on the
grounds of diminished responsibility . The psychiatrist who gave evidence at the
trial was Dr. Benedict Finkelman, whom | met when my brother married his
daughter in 1966 (though | have only just discovered this connection). RixD Iwas
sentenced toE 1 wWET UEDOI Ews EUUDPOT w' 1 Uw, ENT UUazUwx Ol E
his days in Broadmoor.
| know nothing else about the circumstances of the case. All | can say is that |
Ul O OET Uws 1PRPI zOwi UODimthé Autumnlbi 1958 uas) Orathet T 1T U w D

UUUEOT | wETl EUEEUIl UOWE wWwOOO0!I UwbkpiT OWEDPEOZ UwOPROwWC
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Doppelganger: the Harold Davies Baths at Dovecot (above) was identical
to the William Roberts Baths. Both were demolished in the 1990's.
(copyright Liverpool City Council)

Dovecot Baths, on an even quieter day
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Rowdy Yates

Ron Yeats
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Lady Docker (1906-1983)
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Chapter 11

1963 Summer Holiday

Pop Music

WereEOOwl O0PDOT wOOWE w2 U

Ol Uw’

6 | zddihgwhere the sun shines brightly

The Beatles

Cliff Richard and The Shadows
Gerry & The Pacemakers

The Beatles

Billy J. Kramer & The Dakotas
Gerry & The Pacemakers

The Searchers

Billy J. Kramer & The Dakotas
The Beatles

Brian Poole and The Tremeloes
Gerry & The Pacemakers

The Beatles

The Beatles

we're going where the sea is hlue

we've all seen it in the movies
now let's see ifit's trud O O 6

Please Please Me
Summer Holiday

How Do You Do It?
From Me to You

Do You Want to Know a Secret
| Like It

Sweets for My Sweet
Bad to Me

She Loves You

Do You Love Me

You'll Never Walk Alone
She Loves You

| Want to Hold Your Hand

So this was the year of the breakthrough: look at all those records by artists and

groups from Liverpool
Searchers, Billy J Kramer;

{ not just The Beatles, but Gerry & the Pacemakers, The

and there were of course many others who got into the

charts at this UPOT wOUwWwUOOOwWETI Ul UPEUEUBwww8 OUWEOUOE
though, in our house, you could not be heard to say that The Beatles had put the city
on the map: Dad insisted that other, far greater, men had done that, in the nineteenth
century t and UT 1T Ul wi EEwWE]I | OQwi DOT woOl OOwUi 1 PUWUUEUOUUI

Hall, not long -haired louts.

Nonetheless, in some social situationst | mean, if you
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I YT UwUT OUT T OwadbUwl EEwWUT 1 twiEdoudUcBricdivably Geuas ET E U w (
advantage to come from Liverpool and at least claim to have some passing
knowledge of The Beatles. The trouble was, when we formed our plan to cycle to
Cornwall, that the best we could come up was that the so-called Fifth Beatle had
once bought a minor item in the shop belonging to 6 O O E ®ardita.
"OOXxEUI EwUOwWUT T ws, T UUI aEIl EUzOuwI YI UaUTl oI

Who were these people who bought records by Brian Poole & The Tremeloes, and
later by Dave Clarke and his Second Rate Five? On the other hand, 1963 waalso the
al EUwPT 1 Ow+U0UO0Uwl EEwWwEwWl PUwPBPUT ws 2T @nydthen, ww3 Ow
liked Lulu! . Ol whPOUOEwWI EYI wUT OUT T OwUTl ECwUT T whOUOE w
thought she had something different ¢ talent and abundant energy. She performed
vigorously on Ready Steady Gp!one of theUK'sfirst rock/pop music TV
programmes, broadcast from August 1963 until December 1966, and predating Top
of the Pops.

Personally, | liked The Beatles but | never cared for Please Please Métheir
second big hit after Love Me Do It seemed to me to be too overtly sexual to be
OPUUI Ol EwUOOwPPUT wECawx!l EEl wOi wOPOEOWDPOwWUT 1 w>
sexual experiences of any kind was not a thing to be discussed in public, or in the
home. Secondly, we were still in the small house in Lisleholme Close; and Mrs
Weed, the neighbour played it over and over and over again, even when Mr Weed
was not at home. It must have been a single, so she must have been able to set the
record-player so as to reselect it automatically, after the end of each play, or else
(more likely) she used to stop very frequently while doing the housework, so as to
give herself another fix. | heard that bloody record so many bloody times, it drove
me round the bend; and it still does. | run a mile if that ever comes on.

1963 was also the year whenthe Beach Boys releasedsurfin®' USA and Surfer
Girl. These were greeted with great enthusiasm in Britain, as was the sport of
surfing, though our breaches, outside Cornwall, were largely unsuited to it and the
water, even in Cornwall, was too cold ¢ wetsuits at that time being the prerogative of
professional divers and TV stars. Nevertheless, it was part of our plan, when we
cycled to Cornwall, that we would do some surfing when we got there.

The World

( Ugdiché that everyone remembers where they were and what they were doing
when the news came through that President Kennedy had been assassinated in
Dallas, Texas on November 22 1963; but it is certainly true in my case. | was in the
loft at 1 Lisleholme Close, doing my homework, when my mother came up the stairs
and shouted up the rungs of the loft ladder, to tell me that it had happened. We
were all profoundly shocked. It seemed that a light and a hope had gone out.
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There was no doubt at the time as towho had fired the shots that killed him:
it was Lee Harvey Oswald, who was subsequently killed on TV, in the courthouse,
by Jack Ruby (who had terminal cancer, thereby putting the chain of killings to a
premature end). But conspiracy theories grew up around the event almost
immediately; and, according to Wikipedia, these persist to this day. By the time | got
to Oxford (1966-69), there was an American pundit doing the rounds and telling
anyone who was prepared to listen that the findings of the Warren Commission,
1963 1964, which concluded that the President wasassassinatedby Lee Harvey
Oswald acting alone and that Jack Rubyacted alone when he killed Oswald, were
seriously flawed; and in 1979 the US United States House Select Committee on
Assassinationsconcluded that the assassinatin did indeed involve a conspiracy. |
have never bought this idea myself. It seems to me that if there had been a
conspiracy of any kind, in a country as open as the United States, the fact of it would
have been conclusively established quite quickly and long ago now, whereas all we
have ever had is suspicion and a public preference for conspiracy theory rather than
facts ww. EOT EOzZ UWUEAOUWPOUOEWEOUOWUUTTT U0wUT ECuU
Back home, Dr Beeching produced a report proposing the closure of 6,000
miles (9,700km) of the remaining 18,000 miles (29,000 km) of Britain's railway
network. The resultant closures, most of which were carried out under the Wilson
Labour Government of 1964419700 wE 1 E E O1 w O OEebching AXezudiia louts
have been mourned by lovers of railways throughout Britain ever since ¢ and there
are many of them. Personally, | find the old railway tracks an excellent place to walk
and cycle. They seem to have reverted to nature in a most satisfactory way
3T T w! UPUPUT wxUEOPEzZUwi OOEOI UUwi OUWUEDPOPE
Conservative Government had run into trouble. There was a whiff of scandal in the
air, a potent mix of espionage and sex, ruthlessly exploited by the new TV
programme That Was Th&Veek That Wasalso known as TW3, which was shown late
on Saturday nights in 1962 and 1963; and which | was allowed to watch, though it
was greeted with a measure of disapproval by my father, usually expressed silently.
Devised, produced and directed by Ned Sherrin and presented by David Frost, this
poked fun at politicians in a new w ay. They had usually been treated with
deference, even reverence. On TW3 they were ripped apart. But TW3 was famous
also for a very open attitude towards sex. It was to be on TW3 in 1965 that the
Ul 1 EVUI wEUDUPEwW*T OO0I Ul w3 adutn® auTVibtodtiChat. UMyl Ew 0T 1
i E UT protégt thuthat occasion wasnot merely silent.
1963 saw the exposure ofKim zPhilby. Ever since Guy Burgess and Donald
Maclean had fled to Moscow in 1951, there had been speculation as to the existence
Ol WEWs UNBWEWO®BEww UUUPEOQwWUx A WEUWUT T wil EV0wOI
term first used in 1955, though The Establishmentlub in Soho was not founded until
RNt A ww ( Ow) EOQUEUVUA whNt + O wrankifyOremberiobBoitstk Ow b1 Ou
Intelligence (and had been awarded the O.B.E.), vanished from Beirut, after failing to
meet his wife for a dinner party at the British Embassy. It was revealed that he too
had fled to Moscow and had been a full colonel in the Soviet K.G.B. for some years.
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/ TPOEawpPEUwWUT T wOOUU w Gambrielde URézUtikeuntbersabhairg i w UT 1
Maclean, Burgess Anthony Blunt and John Cairncross (Blunt was not exposed until
1979, Cairncross died in 1995 without ever having been publicly exposed).
Then there was the Profumo affair. Profumo was Secretary of State for
War in Macmillan z overnment and was married to a popular and attractive
actressValerie Hobson. In March 1963, he told theHouse of Commons that there
PEUws OOwbhbOxUOxUDPI Uawbl EUI YI UgZ wRO®wTuwp U wblUWBWH d
and that he would issue writs for libel an d slander if the allegations were repeated
outside the House. However, in June, Profumo confessed that he had misled the
House and lied in his testimony and he resigned, from the Cabinet, the Privy
Council and Parliament. It turned out that he had been introduced to Keeler at a
house party thrown by the Astors and had had an affair with her, though she had
also been sleeping with a Soviet naval attaché at the time;and this gave rise to the
suspicion that he had passed on military secrets to her which could in turn have
El 1 OwxEUUI EwOOwUOwWUT T wiUUUPEOQUOwWYPDE-wBDDAMQUE
The Cold War was at its height and the potential ramifications in terms of national
security were serious.
The most famous Judge of the day, Lord Denning, was asked to investigate
and he released his report on 25 September 1963, which found that there had been
no serious threat to security; but one month later Macmillan resigned as Prime
Minister, ostensibly on the grounds of ill health. The public wa s left feeling that
there was more to it than this. In his autobiography SpycatcherPeter Wright relates
that he was working at the British counter-intelligence agency MI5 at the time and
was assigned to question Keeler. He found Keeler to be poorly educated and not
well informed but when the subject of nuclear missiles came up, she used the term
s OUE Ol E Uzuowiitght OcOrieléided that there had, at the very least, been an
attempt by the Soviet attaché to use Keeler to get classified information from
Profumo.
My mother thought the whole thing P E U w's E U ISkeHdlt Eo@y for Valerie
Hobson; and she could not imagine why a man like Profumo, with a beautiful wife,
WoUOE wPEQUwWUOwWUI UOUU w U Qike EChristikeO)@€ded: GtuwvasUikeU UP U U U
exchanging gold for dross. | could not explain to her, then or afterwards, that the
average man, when presented with the opportunity, might, now and again, might
quite fancy a bit of dross. There is a photograph of Christine Keeler taken in May
1963,where she is sitting naked, with her legs on either side of a chair. You have to
admit, if you are a man, that it is sexy; but my Mum would have called it
pornography OwOU wOOUI wOP Ol OaOwx OEPOQuws i BOUT ¢
The Earl of Home became Rime Minister. Although the position was
T OYI UOl EwEaws UOTI UwOEPz wbOwUT T wi OUOwWOT wEWE OO
terms of legislation, he took the view that in the modern world it was impossible to
govern the country and command the confiden ce of Parliament, from the House of
Lords, so he renounced his peerage and won a safe seat in the House of Commons as
Sir Alec Douglas-Home. Even so he was no match for Harold Wilson, the leader of
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Ul w+EEOUUwW/ EU0aAO0OwPT Ow b E U uut had daught IPIPEGCD U1 Oa w
Oxford, while Home admitted that he had to use matchsticks in order to understand
Eonomics. However, considering the depths of unpopularity reached by the
Conservative government in 1963 (the end of the ScEE OOIT Ewz hut w@l EAW WD u
did not do so badly in the General Election of 1964, when Labour only achieved an
overall majority of 4.
You could not escape the influence of Roman Catholicism in Liverpool. We
had always had Catholic neighbours, and at some point a new Catholic Secondary
School + Christ the King ¢+ was built next door to The Holt. The new Catholic
cathedral in Liverpool was begun in 1962 and consecrated in 1967. So wide publicity
was given to things which happened in Rome. In 1963 the old Pope John XXIII died
t the jolly fat one ¢ and was succeeded by Paul VI, who was thin and serious. His
real name was Giovanni Montini; and it was generally thought that he was more of a
conservative than his predecessor; but the Second Vatican Council (also known as
vatican IAwb T DET wi EEWE]I 1 OWEEOOI E wU ORog&n EEEthblicU UwUIT O
Church EQCEwW UT 1 wOOETI UOwPOUOEZWEOOUPOUI EwUOwWwUDU
which, for the Catholic C hurch, were radical.
One of the first issues considered by the Council was the revision of the
liturgy. The central idea was that there ought to be greater lay participation.
Permission was granted to celebrate most of the Mass in vernacular languages.The
Church also began to provide versions of the Bible in the mother tongues of the
faithful, and both clergy and laity were encouraged to make Bible study a central
part of their live s, something which had hitherto been regarded as a feature of
Protestantism.
Nt + wbPEUwW UT 1 w a Wa Whne@df thedohadtOmeddRly Parsonal
UOUEUIT 01 OUUwI Y1 U wiCdsthot aufiin®lhdé €€ eérO B fas aiso the
year of Alfred Hitchcock's The Bird® ww ( WEDEOz OwUIT 1 wUT EQwI BDUT 1 L
have seen it since, andit struck me as more nasty than frightening, though the short
story it is based on, written by Daphne du Maurier in 1952, is truly gripping. | heard
an interview recently with Tippi Hedren, the actress who is attacked by birds in one
of the most horrific scenes, and was most surprised to learn that they used real birds
in the shooting of that scene. (TT 1 awl EEwOIl ET EOPEEOWEDV.EIUOWEUU
am sure this would not be allowed today. Hedren said that she was so exhausted
after the shooting of the scene in question that she had to take a week off work
afterwards.
Thek Ul E Uw 3 UE bWas dofrkitEed @ha8zAugust at Bridego Railway
Bridge, Ledburn near Mentmore in Buckinghamshire. £2.6 million was stolen from a
train, when it was held up there. The gang of train robbers consisted of 17 full
sOIl OETl UUzwPT OwpkPl Ul wUOOwWUI EIl DYl wEQw Br@EOwW UT |
Reynolds, and assisted by Gordon Goody, Charlie Wilson and 1 O O E Busterzs
Edwards. Their key electronics expert was Roger Cordrey. The most famous
member of the gang was Ronnie Biggs, though he played a minor role.
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