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ROCKINGHAM  &  AMERICA  
 

Up Sluggards, up! 

Up! Climb the oak -crowned summit!  Hoober Stand  

 ÕËɯ*Ì××ÌÓɀÚɯ/ÐÓÓÈÙɯÎÈáÌɯÖÕɯ6ÌÕÛÞÖÙÛÏɀÚɯÏÈÓÓÚ 

And misty lakes, that brighten and expand  

And distant hills, that wat ch the western strand. 

 

From The Ranter 

by Ebenezer Elliott (181-1849) 

 

The 2nd Marquis of Rotherham, who was Prime Minister twice , and an unsing hero of 

the American Revolution , is not widely regarded as such, either here or in the U.S.A.   

At the time, he was condemned as a poor speaker and a hopeless manager of 

Parliament - indeed, even of his own Cabinet; but his private secretary Edmund 

Burke M.P. took a very different view , claiming that he was the true founder of the 

modern Whig Party; and, shortly after his death, his nephew Earl Fitzwilliam 

erected the great Monument to him at the bottom of Wentworth Park, which 

includes both a lifesize statue and a fulsome encomium.  Although this scarcely 

mentions 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯterms as Prime Minister, it does refer to his part in making 

peace with the American colonists: 

 

NO FIELDS OF BLOOD, BY LAURELS ILL REPAID 

-.ɯ/+4-#$1ɀ#ɯ/1.5(-"$2ɯ#(2341!ɯ'(2ɯ2' #$ȭ 

   

 What would have happened if the Marquis had continued to hold office 

during the late 1760s or had lived longer in the 1780s?   Could the Thirteen Colonies 

in America have been kept within the British Empire , in some way or form ?  These 

are among the most interesting of counterfactual questions. 

 

In G overnment  
 

The pecking order of the British arist ocracy is Duke, Marquis, Earl, Viscount, and 

Baron; and Wentworth Woodhouse has been the home of no less than two Earls of 

Strafford, two Marquisses of Rockingham and seven Earls Fitzwilliam.  The last o f 

these died in 1979; but if you stand in front of the East Front of Wentworth 

Woodhouse and admire the splendid architecture, you are looking at the home of 

the 2nd Marquis of Rockingham  (1730-1782), pretty much  as it was in 1760, the year 
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when George III became King of Great Britain, Ireland, and an Empire which 

included thirteen A merican colonies, as well as Canada. 

 Arthur Young (1741 -1820), the well known writer on agricultu re and 

economics, described Wentworth House (as it was known at the time) ÈÚɯȿÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

most exquisite spotÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɀȮɯÈÕËɯȿÐÕɯÌÝÌÙàɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÕÌÚÛɯ×ÓÈÊÌÚɯÐÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔɀȭɯɯ'ÌɯÊÖÔ×ÓÐÔÌÕÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈÙØÜÐÚɯÉÖÛÏɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛɯÏÌɯÏÈËɯ×ÓÈàÌËɯÐÕɯ

building the place, and for his taste: 

 

Nature has certainly done much at Wentworth, but art has heightened, 

decorated and improved all her touches; in such attempts no slight genius is 

requisite. 

 

 Wentworth Woodhouse (as we now call it) was (and is) the biggest house in 

England, at least in terms of width.  In the 18th century it was also an economic and 

political powerhouse, and the Rockingham Whigs and the Whig intellectuals who 

gathered there ɬ such as Edmund Burke, Charles James Fox and the Duke of 

Portland ɬ Ɂdid much to forge modern Britain and champion political values still 

relevant today." 1  This was largely thanks to the 2nd Marquis , who was born in 

Wentworth in 1730, lived her e for most of his life, and controlled the representation 

of Yorkshire in the House of Commons, though he sat in the House of Lords.   

 Rockingham was brought up in Yorkshire, though he was educated 

at Westminster School and Cambridge University, and visited Italy during his Grand 

Tour of Europe when he was in his late teens.  While there, he famously met the 

Principessa Francavilla; but, more interestingly, pursued an interest in the classics ɬ 

Ancient Greek & Latin, Greek and Roman history and mythology, and Palladian 

architecture and sculpture .  He also started to collect statues, books, medals and 

miniatures.  Knowledge of the Greek and Latin ÞÈÚɯ ÊÖÕÚÐËÌÙÌËɯ ȿÈÕɯ ÈÉÚÖÓÜÛÌɯ

necessity for a gentleÔÈÕɀȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯclassical principles of building and design are even 

now essential to an understanding of Wentworth Woodhouse and  its Park.  

  While on the Grand Tour, Rockingham visited Florence, Siena, Rome2, Lucca 

Naples, Turin, Milan, Bologna, Venice and Mount Vesuvius ; and showed an interest 

in geology and vulcanology , as well as architecture.  He met King George II of Great 

Britain in Hanover, the Austrian Empress Maria Theresa in Vienna, a nd King 

Frederick II in Prussia.  (ÍɯÛÙÈÝÌÓɯÉÙÖÈËÌÕÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕËȮɯÞÌɯÊÈÕɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯ1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯ

mind was certainly expanded at a young and impressionable age. Ironically, when 

he returned to England, ÏÐÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯÈËÝÐÚÌËɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯÈÝÖÐËɯȿÝÐÊÐÖÜÚɯ×ÓÌÈÚÜÙÌÚɯȻÞÏÐÊÏȼɯ

ÌÝÌÙɯËÌÚÛÙÖàɯÛÏÌɯ!ÖËÐÓàɯ"ÖÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÊÏÖÒÌɯÛÏÌɯ(ÕÛÌÓÓÌÊÛÜÈÓɯ2×ÐÙÐÛɀ; but the advice 

                                                           
1 Cruickshank.  
2 Where he witnessed the annual Curse Against the Heretic.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_School
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was given too late, since he had already contracted V.D. whilst in Venice, and been 

treated for it in Padua.3 

 In 1750 Rockingham inherited his father's estates in Yorkshire, 

Northamptonshire and Ireland , together with houses at Wentworth, Malton, 

Higham Ferrers, Newmarket, Grosvenor Square in London, and Ireland. 4  There was 

a party in Wentworth Park to celebrate the occasion, when 10,000 guests attended 

and around 3,000 were admitted to the House.  (At that time there were 54 full -time 

staff employed there, though this had increased to 88 by 1767).5   

 In typically British fashion, Rockingham liked clubs.  In 1751ɬ52 he 

joined White's, the Jockey Club and the Royal Society, while in 1753 the Whig Club 

in York was re-named after him; 6 but he was no idle aristocrat.  In 1752, he opened a 

coal mine at Elsecar.7  In the late 18th and early 19th centuries his successors became 

famous for their involvement in agriculture and industry, canals, turnpike r oads and 

railways . 

 Rockingham had an income of around £40,000, which would represent 

something like a million today, and he and his fellow aristocrats controlled the 

House of Commons, through their ownership of ȿÙÖÛÛÌÕɯ ÉÖÙÖÜÎÏÚɀɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÌÐÙɯ

connections with the local gentry.  The country had been ruled by the Whigs ever 

since George I of Hanover came to the throne in 1715, despite the two Jacobite 

risings of 1ƛƕƙɯÈÕËɯƕƛƘƙȰɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÛÏÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÈÛɯȿÛÏÌɯ6ÏÐÎɯ×ÈÙÛàɀɯÞÈÚɯ

anything like a modern political party.  In the 18 th century, the political parties were 

not tightly organised, or whipped, and the choice of Prime M inister was still very 

much in the hands of the monarchy.   In any case, Rockingham was no more than the 

leader of an important Whig faction, and his governments were in some ways like 

coalitions.  The figures for the House of Commons in 1767 are revealing: 

 

Rockingham Whigs               67 MPs 

ȿ*ÐÕÎɀÚɯ%ÙÐÌÕËÚɀɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ        73 

!ÜÛÌɀÚɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌÙÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ       43 

"ÏÈÛÏÈÔɀÚɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌÙÚɯɯ           72 

Tories                                    73 

  

 (ÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ$ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯƕƛƚƜɯÈÕËɯƕƛƛƘȮɯ1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯ×ÈÙÛàɯÐÕÊÙÌÈÚÌËɯÐÛÚɯ

representation in the Commons to 89 and then around 100 MPs (including 

                                                           
3  This may account for the fact that his marriage was childless, and for his early death at the age of 52 

Bloy, 32 & Appendi x 2.  
4 He also rented a house in Wimbledon, for use when in London.  
5 The Wentworth estate covered 14,206 acres, and Wentworth Park 1,784, while the Irish estates 

comprised 54,000: Bloy, 5.  For the party (and what was consumed, see Bloy, 36.  This included 110 

dishes of beef, 55 of mutton, 70 of veal, 40 of chicken and 104 of pork).  For staff see Bloy, 38. 
6 Bloy, 39. 
7 For the mine see Bloy, 102. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White%27s
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jockey_Club
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society
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supporters); but in 1780, this fell to 60, no doubt as a result of polarisation resulting 

from the American War of Independence.8 

 The East Front of Wentworth Woodhouse was the work of the 1 st Marquis 

rather than the second; and is a classic piece of Palladian architecture; but it is also a 

political statement:  

If a house dominated the land, exuded power, voters would be impressed and 

ɬ more to the point ɬ if huge and vote-winning entertainments were to be 

given, the house had to be big to accommodate guests and to provide sleeping 

quarters for those who had travelled far ɬ and of course for their servants.9 

 Meanwhile, what of America?  Edmund Burke M.P. (later famous for his 

Reflections on the Revolution in France) was the 2nd ,ÈÙØÜÐÚɀÚɯ /ÙÐÝÈte Secretary 

between 1765 and 1782.  As such he made two speeches, the Speech on American 

Taxation of 1774, and the Speech on Moving Resolutions for Conciliation with the Colonies 

of 1775, were models of logic thought and eloquence, though they went  unheeded at 

the time.  In the second speech, Burke referred to the remarkable growth  of the 

American colonies in terms of population, trade and wealth ; and concluded that the 

British Government was making a big mistake in failing to take the Americans 

seriously, because the Colonies were no longer places which simply provided  

ÈÔÜÚÌÔÌÕÛȮɯȿwith stories of savage men, and uncouÛÏɯÔÈÕÕÌÙÚɀȭ10  He also pointed 

to Ɂthe fierce spirit of liberty , stronger in the English Colonies probably than in any 

ÖÛÏÌÙɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏȭɂɯɯ'ÌɯÎÈÝÌɯÚÐßɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÚ for this , including (1) English 

descent; (2) longstanding government by popular assemblies; (3) a strong Dissenting 

tradition in the northern colonies; (4) the slave -owning mentality in the South (which 

made the whites value their liberty all the more ); (5) education; and (6) the 

remoteness of the Colonies from Westminster and London.  

The Dispute with G eorge III  

 
By 1759 the young Marquis of Rockingham occupied the leading position in South 

Yorkshire and possibly in the whole of the county , though he was as yet only 30 

years of age.  He had a seat in the House of Lords, and &ÌÖÙÎÌɯ((ɀÚɯÌÈÙȭ  Moreover, 

1759 was ÛÏÌɯȿyear of victoriesɀ in India a nd in Canada, which established the first 

British Empire , thanks to the political and military abilities of Pitt the Elder, General 

Wolfe and Clive of India.   But then George II died and was succeeded by George III, 

who had his own ideas about government.  Dan Cruickshank g ave us the traditional 

Whig view of the matter:  

                                                           
8 Bloy, Chapter 6. 
9 Cruickshank.  
10 Rockingham kept deer from America in the menagerie at Wentworth, while he also had a moose in 

the garden of his London house in Grosvenor Square: Bloy, 83. 
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The 2nd Marquis perceived in George III a wayward and autocratic 

propensity that threatened, if fanned by the power -eager Tories, a slide back 

towards a form of arbitrary monarchy largely ungoverned by parliamentary 

democracy.  

  

 RockinghamɀÚɯÙÌÈÊÛÐÖÕɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÙÌÚÐÎÕ his post as Lord of the Bedchamber, in 

1762.  This might not seem to be a dramatic move now; but in  those days the King 

had far more power than the Queen does now; and George III reacted very badly to 

1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯaction, and proceeded to remove removing him from all his other 

offices, including those of Lord Lieutenant of the West Riding of Yorkshire, Lord 

Lieutenant of the Ci ty and County of York, and Vice -Admiral of the North. 11 

"ÙÜÐÊÒÚÏÈÕÒɀÚɯÊÖÕÊÓÜÚÐon is stark: 

 

And so the fight was joined between two visions of Britain ɬ one reactionary, 

conservative and autocratic, the other progressive, liberal and determined in 

its desire to forge a more egalitarian nation fit for the increasingly 

technological and scientific modern world.  

  

 This was not the view taken by the majority of the House of Commons, which 

was that the King was entitled to change the established way of doing business, and 

form his own administration from  amongst hiÚɯÖÞÕɯȿ%ÙÐÌÕËÚɀ, if he wanted to.  

However, George III enjoyed a bad press, both here and in America, and was often 

accused of tyranny.  The majority of MPs  agreed with the King, that it was the firs t 

duty of colonists to obey His ,ÈÑÌÚÛàɀÚɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛ, and that anyone who refused to 

do so was a rebel; but this is not a view which commanded wide support in the 

radical Press. 

 Perhaps it was inevitable that the two sides would fall out , sooner or later; but 

there were two flashpoints in the conflict between the British and the Americans.  

The first concerned a royal Proclamation of 1763 which placed a limit on the 

westward expansion by the colonists.  This ÞÈÚɯÈÊÊÌ×ÛÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯȿÚÌÛÛÓÌËɀɯÔÈÑÖÙÐÛà of 

American , but highly unpopular with a vocal minority.   The second concerned 

taxation.  While t he British government t hought it appropriate th at the colonists 

should pay a fair share of the cost of their defence (against native Americans and the 

French), the Americans invoked a constitutional convention that there should be " no 

taxation without representation ɂȰ and the fact is that they were not represented in 

the British House of Commons, in any meaningful sense. 

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÚÛÈÕÊÌ was a conservative one, in relation to both domestic and 

colonial politics , He did not want any fundamental  change in the relationship 

                                                           
11 Rockingham became Lord Lieutenant again between 1765 and 1782.  Bloy gives an excellent account 

of his involvement in the suppression of the food r iots of 1756 and 1766, in recruiting and the Militia 

Act of 1757, in the prosecution of offenders guilty of coining and clipping in Halifax , and in the 

defence of Hull against attack by John Paul Jones (see Chapter 4 of her thesis). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Proclamation_of_1763
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_taxation_without_representation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/No_taxation_without_representation
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between King and Parliament, nor in the relationship between Britain and her 

American Colonies.  However, his sovereign wanted to break with con vention both 

at home and in America, and most peers and MPs supported his attempts to do so.  

The consequence was that Rockingham spent most of his political life out of power. 

 We may wonder, looking around Wentworth Woodhouse, its Park and the 

surroundin g estate, whether he missed the cares of office.  His predecessor there, the 

1st Earl of Strafford, had once written to a friend of his joy in being at Wentworth, 

rather than in London or Westminster:  

 

Our objects and thoughts are limited to looking upon a  tulip, hearing a bird 

sing, a rivulet murmuring, or some such petty, yet innocent pastime. By my 

troth, I wish you, divested of the importunity of business, here for half a 

dozen hours: you should taste how free and fresh we breathe, and how procul 

metu fruimur modestis opibus,12 wanting sometimes to persons of greater 

eminency in the administration of the commonwealth.  

                   

 

The First Administration  

 

Dan Cruickshank regards Rockingham as a principled idealist; but most British 

historians think that ÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯȿ6ÏÐÎɀɯÏÈËɯÉÌÊÖÔÌɯÈɯmere badge of convenience by 

the time George III became King.  When Sir Lewis Namier  studied the structure of 

politics in 1760, he famously concluded that:  

 

Men went into politics  to make a figure; and no more dreamt of a seat in 

Parliament in order to benefit humanity than a child dreams of a birthday 

cake in order that others may eat it. 

 

 Personally, I find it hard to believe that Rockingham for solely motivated by 

mercenary considerations, since he was one of the richest men in Britain, and really 

ËÐËÕɀÛ need the financial rewards of being in power.  Moreover, he ËÐËÕɀÛɯeven need 

to stand for election after 1751, since he had a seat in the House of Lords.  

 Rockingham was Prime Minister for about a year between 1765 and 1766, and 

is most famous for presiding over the repeal of the Stamp Act.  This levied a stamp 

duty  on every document in the British colonies in North  America, including 

newspapers (which were the most effective at producing propaganda opposing the 

tax!); and it immediately poisoned relations between Britain and America.  Benjamin 

                                                           

12 ȿ%ÙÌÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕßÐÌÛàȮɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÌÕÑÖàɯÖÜÙɯÔÖËÌÚÛɯÓÈÉÖÜÙÚɀȭɯɯExtract from a letter written by Sir 

Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford to Sir George Calvert. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamp_duty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamp_duty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Franklin
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Franklin  opposed it  on the ground that Americans already contributed heavily to the 

defence of the Empire.  He pointed out that colonial assemblies had raised, outfitted 

and paid 25,000 soldiers to fight France in the recent war - as many as Britain had 

sent - and spent many millions from American treasuries to the same end. More 

widely, the Stamp Act enabled activists to raise the potent ÊÙàɯÖÍɯȿÕÖɯÛÈßÈÛÐon 

ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯÙÌ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛÈÛÐÖÕɀ. The Sons of Liberty were formed; and they used public 

demonstrations, boycotts, violence, and threats of violence to ensure that the new 

British tax laws were unenforceable. Moreover, the Colonies started to band 

together. Nine sent delegates to the Stamp Act Congress held in New York City  in 

October 1765.  

 Rockingham predicted that the attempt to tax the Americans, rather than 

lettin g them raise their own revenue (as they had long been allowed to do) was a 

mistake; and he became something of a hero in the colonies when he presided over 

the repeal of the hated Act; but he was only able to do this on condition that his 

government enacted the Declaratory Act  of March 1766.  This enshrined in statute 

the principle that Parliament retained full power to make laws for the colonies "in all 

cases whatsoever".   Anything l ess would have been unacceptable to King George, 

and to the majority of the House of Commons. 

 But Rockingham had many interests, other than politics. In particular, he 

liked to gamble  but, above all, he loved horses and racing.  In 1762 he commissioned 

Stubbs to produce a series of portraits of his horses, one of which was Whistlejacket; 

and the artist spent some months at Wentworth House, engrossed in the project.  

Whistlejacket was named after a contemporary cold remedy containing gin 

and treacle.  He raced from 1752 and won many races in the North of England, 

including a four-mile race at York  in August 1759.  He retired to stud, at the age of 

ten, and is mentioned in Act IV of  Oliver Goldsmith 's play She Stoops to 

Conquer (1773) when an elopement is planned: "I have got you a pair of horses that 

will fly like Whistlejacket". 

 We have the following account from the 1st ,ÈÙØÜÐÚɀÚɯtime, which shows how 

lavish family expenditure on entertainment could be: 

 

 [January 1732] I gave a large entertainment to all my tenants in the 

 ÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÜÙÏÖÖËɯȫɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÞÐÝÌÚɯȫɯÚÖÔÌɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÜÙÐÕÎɯÎÌÕÛÓÌÔÌÕɯÈÓÚÖɯÊÈÔÌɯȱɯ

 the number of guests was about one thousand.  Two hundred and twenty 

 five dishes were served including: of beef 43, of Pork 30, Venison pasties 24, 

 3ÜÙÒÌàÚɯƕƙȮɯ&ÌÌÚÌɯƖƕȮɯ ××ÓÌɯÈÕËɯ,ÐÕÊÌɯ×ÐÌÚɯƕƚȮɯ!ÖÈÙɀÚɯ'ÌÈËÚɯƘȭ13 

  

 The 2nd Marquis also took comfort in society  and the company of his friends , 

and was a member of several clubs.   H is was a time when London was said to have 

around 3,000 clubs, including the Lazy Club (where members were supposed to 

                                                           
13 Dan Cruickshank.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sons_of_Liberty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boycott
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stamp_Act_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaratory_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wentworth_Woodhouse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treacle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/York_Racecourse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Goldsmith
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/She_Stoops_to_Conquer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/She_Stoops_to_Conquer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elopement
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arrive in their nightshirts), the Club of Ugly Faces, the Tall Club, the Surly Club and 

the Farters' Club.  There was even a club named after Rockingham himself , and the 

Marquis commissioned portraits of William of Orange and George II for the club 

rooms. It held monthly meetings and a list written in June 1754 showed that it had 

133 members.    

 What does one do in clubs?  Talk, mostly ɬ and not just about politics.  This is 

the age of Dr Johnson; but it is also the age of the phlegmatic Englishman.  There is a 

story about a man who had eaten at the same tavern for twenty-five years.  Over 

those years he and his neighbour in the next cubicle had never spoken. 

Eventually the man plucked up the courage to call out:  

 

 ȿ2ÐÙȮɯÍÖÙɯÛÞÌÕÛà-five years we have been neighbours at dinner, and yet we 

 have never spoken. May I enquire your name, Sir?' 

  To which his neighbor replied:  

 ȿSir, you are impertinent.' 14 

 

 3ÏÌɯ,ÈÙØÜÐÚɯÞÈÚɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ6ÏÐÛÌɀÚɯ"ÓÜÉȭɯɯ(ÕɯƕƛƚƘɯÏÐÚɯÚÐÚÛÌÙɯ+ÈËàɯ

Harriet embarrassed the whole family by eloping with a footman  named 

Sturgeon.  Rockingham was so shocked he considered retiring from politics.  

,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌȮɯÈɯÍÌÓÓÖÞɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÈÛɯ6ÏÐÛÌɀÚɯÔÈËÌɯhim blush by suggesting over 

dinner that Rockingham should help himself to some fish, which turned out to 

be sturgeon.15 

 We may wonder how  Rockingham ever found the time for politics; but his 

interest in it was more than a passing fad.   In particular, he  kept in touch with 

American affairs even after losing office in 1766, and regularly received information 

about what was going on across the Atlantic from three American friends : Joseph 

Harrison , a customs collector at Boston; James Delancey, who led the majority in the 

New York Assembly ; and Governor Wentworth of New Hampshire. On 24 May 

1771 Benjamin Franklin arrived at Wentworth in Yokshire from the Rectory of 

Thornhill, the home of Rockingham's kinsman and fellow Whig, Sir George Savile.  

This was a very significant connection, since Franklin was one of the Founding 

Fathers of the American Republic. 

  

In  Opposition  

 
The British Government changed its approach to the American problem a fter the 

repeal of the Stamp Act ÈÕËɯ1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÍÈÓÓɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÖÞÌÙɯÐÕɯƕƛƚƚȮȭ  It still wanted 

to raise revenue in America; but it now tried to do that by means of customs duties, 

as provided for by the Townshend Revenue Act.  Unfortunately, the Americans were 

                                                           
14 Peter Ackroyd, A History of England, vol IV,  Revolution. 
15 Rockingham paid his sister an allowance every quarter out of his Irish estates: Bloy, 46. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_III_of_England
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as hostile to these as they had been to stamp duty;  and so any goodwill generated by 

1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯ ÙÌ×ÌÈÓɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÓÈÛÛÌÙɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÚÖÖÕɯ ËÐÚÚÐ×ÈÛÌËȭɯ ɯ %ÖÙɯ ÛÏÌÐÙɯ ×ÈÙÛȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Rockingham Whigs were in an invidious position.  However much they might 

ÚàÔ×ÈÛÏÐÚÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕÚɀɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÝÌÚȮɯthey did not want to be seen in England 

as approving rebellion.  Meanwhile, the Americans turned from passive to active 

resistance.  The Boston Tea Party took place in 1773.   

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯȿÓÐÕÌɀɯÞÈÚɯ×ÜÛɯÉàɯÏÐÚɯÚÌÊÙÌÛÈÙàɯ$ËÔÜÕËɯ!ÜÙÒÌȮɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯPresent 

State of the Nation (1768).  He argued that the right  to legislate for the American 

Colonies, as asserted in the Declaratory Act , should be used with prudence, and 

confrontation should be avoided. When the Americans started to boycott British 

goods and officials, and then took up arms, he could not approve; but, at the same 

time, he predicted that the British would find it impossible to subdue the rebellion, 

and that the attempt to do so would ruin British trade.  This view w as not popular at 

home ɬ it was seen as talking the country down, which is not a posit ion which any 

patriotic Englishman finds easy to take .    

 As it turned out, t he Rockingham Whigs were out of power for fifteen years .  

Rockingham reckoned there were about 170 MPs who were sympathetic to his point 

of view; but he could never quite engineer a return to government; and , indeed, his 

followers became known as the enfants perdus ɬ the lost children ɬ of politics.  They 

ÍÖÜÎÏÛɯÛÏÌɯ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ$ÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯƕƛƚƜȮɯƕƛƛƘɯÈÕËɯƕƛƜƔȰɯÉÜÛɯÏÈËɯÕÖɯÙÌÈÓɯȿ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÔÌɀ, at 

least not in the modern sense.  Unlike a modern political party, they had no central 

database or list of members, and no party discipline, inside or outside of Parliament.  

In particular, there was no system of whipping, when votes were taken.  Moreover, 

they were ideogically suspect.  The concepÛɯÖÍɯȿ'ÐÚɯ,ÈÑÌÚÛàɀÚɯ+ÖàÈÓɯ.××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɀɯhad 

yet to be developed, and they were repeatedly accused of being a ÔÌÙÌɯȿfactionɀ.  

Even those closest to the Marquis thought it was wrong in principle to form a 

ȿ&ÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ.××ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɀȮɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÐÔ×ÖÚÐÕÎɯÐÛÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÖn the King on every issue.    

 The long absence from power caused many of the Whigs to become 

×ÌÚÚÐÔÐÚÛÐÊɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÏÈÕÊÌÚɯÖÍɯÌÝÌÙɯÊÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ*ÐÕÎɀÚɯÔÐÕËȰɯÈÕËɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÔɯ

even considered giving up politics altogether.  At one point Burke thought of 

accepting an offer to put the affairs of the East India Company in order.  He also 

became agent for the colonial assembly of New York, between 1770 and 1775.   

 How far did the long years in opposition affect Rockingham ?  In the late 1760s 

he wrote from Wentworth : 

 

 Since I came home I found so much real private business and so much 

 amusement in riding about inspecting, farming, and other occupations that I 

 own I took up such an indolence of mind that I dreaded to write on political 

 matter.  Indeed for  the last ten days I have had company constantly with 

 me. I am to set out for York Races tomorrow. 

 

 But the distinction between political and social activity was not always clearly 

drawn.  Rockingham started a practice of holding open house at Wentworth during 
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the race weeks at York in August and Doncaster in September, and this was 

continued by his successor after his death.  

 

 

The American War of Independence  

 
One sometimes suspects that Rockingham was more interested in racing than in 

politics.  We have already heard about the career of his favourite horse Whistlejacket; 

and it is remarkable that the Stable Block at Wentworth House ( built by John Carr of 

York) dates from 1768 and was therefore built for the 2nd Marquis , whereas the West 

Front and the East Front had both been substantially completed by his father. 16  It is 

also ironic that 1776, the year of the American Declaration of Independence, was also 

the year the St Leger was first run, in Doncaster.  Five ran and the winner  was an 

unnamed filly  owned by Rockingham, whom  he later called Allabaculia.    

 Returning  to the American  problem, the Prime Minister Lord North proposed 

a number of legislative measures to punish the Americans, following the Boston Tea 

Party. These were known as the Coercive Acts in Great Britain, but as the 

ȿ(ÕÛÖÓÌÙÈÉÓÌɯ ÊÛÚɀɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÖÕÐÌÚȭɯɯ!à shutting down the Boston government and 

cutting off trade, Lord  North hoped to damage both the economy and morale of the 

rebels.   Instead, this new policy set Massachusetts and other colonies alight, and 

eventually produced open warfare.  There were clashes between British regular 

troops and colonial militiamen at Lexington and Concord  in April 1775. As a result, 

the rebel leaders were declared traitors by the Crown and a year of fighting ensued.  

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯfirst words on hearing of the violence at Boston were:  

 

 The conduct of the Americans cannot be justified; but the folly and impolicy 

 of the provocation deserves the fullest arraignment; and notwithstanding all 

 that has passed, I can never give consent to proceeding with actual force 

 against the colonies. 

 

 The reputation of the Rockingham Whigs suffered greatly at home, when the 

cold war turned hot.  Many British MPs blamed the Marquis and his friends for the 

crisis, taking the view that  they had been guilty of appeasement, when they presided 

over the repeal of the Stamp Act; and that this had served only to encourage the 

Americans to commit further acts of aggression. 

 In his Speech on Conciliation in 1775 Burke revealed the depth of hostility to the 

Americans in certain quarters in Britain, when he referred to two solutions to the 

problem which were talked about in Westminster at that time.   The first solution was 

for the British to abolish slavery in the southern colonies .  !ÜÙÒÌɀÚɯÝÐÌÞɯof this was: 

                                                           
16

 The Block was built for 84 horses, and is sometimes mistaken for the mansion house. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proclamation_of_Rebellion
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 This has had its advocates and panegyrists; yet I never could argue myself 

 into any opinion of it. Slaves are often much attached to their masters. A 

 general wild offer of liberty would not always be accepted. History furnishes 

 few instances of it. 

   

 The second solution was to prevent the Americans from spreading out of the 

3ÏÐÙÛÌÌÕɯ"ÖÓÖÕÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ6ÌÚÛȭɯɯ(Õɯ!ÜÙÒÌɀÚɯÝÐÌÞɯÛÏÐs would be counter-

productive:  

 

 Many of the people in the back settlements are already little attached to 

 particular situations. Already they have topped the Appalachian Mount ains. 

 From thence they behold before them an immense plain, one vast, rich, level 

 meadow; a square of five hundred miles. Over this they would wander 

 without a possibility of restraint; they would change their manners with the 

 habits of their life; wou ld soon forget a government by which they were 

 disowned; would become hordes of English Tartars; and, pouring down upon 

 your unfortified frontiers a fierce and irresistible cavalry, become masters of 

 your governors and your counsellors, your collectors and comptrollers, and of 

 all the slaves that adhered to them. 

 

 We may think this an exaggerated fear; but it was written at a time when the 

historian Edward Gibbon  had suggested that Western Europe might yet be 

overwhelmed by a fresh invasion of barbarians from the Steppes.   

 In 1776 Tom Paine published Common Sense, in which he argued for the 

removal of of Lord North  ÈÕËɯÏÐÚɯȿËÌÛÌÚÛÈÉÓÌɯjuntoɀȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

Americans had no real complaint to make about the administration of the Marquis of 

Rockingham. Most significantly, though , he rejected any idea of conciliat ion and 

called for independence for the Colonists. The Americans duly  issued their 

momentous Declaration on 4 July 1776.   

 The Declaration of Independence referred to a long list of abuses and 

ȿusurpationsɀ, designed to bring the Colonies back under despotic rule.  The 

indictment included the complaint that George III  had:  

 

 Excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on 

 the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages whose known 

 rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and 

 conditions.   

 

 The conclusion was that ȿ ɯ/ÙÐÕÊÌȮɯÞÏÖÚÌɯÊÏÈÙÈÊÛÌÙɯÐÚɯÛÏÜÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÉàɯÌÝÌÙàɯ

act which may define a TyrantȮɯÐÚɯÜÕÍÐÛɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÙÜÓÌÙɯÖÍɯÈɯÍÙÌÌɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɀ  The 

Americans also complained about the behaviour of the British Parliament:  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrant
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 Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We have 

 warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 

 unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. They too have been deaf to the voice of 

 justice and of consanguinity.  

 

 For his part, Rockingham never supported the more radical American 

pretensions, whether they took the form of a demand for independence, or for other 

novel schemes of government.  In his view, the Whigs must take their stand, instead, 

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯȿÈɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàɯÜÕÐÖÕɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÓÖÕÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÖÛÏÌÙɯ

"ÖÜÕÛÙàɀ; but it is questionable whether this could ever have been achieved, after 

war had broken out.  

 %ÙÖÔɯ1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÖÍɯÝÐÌÞȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÈÙɯÞÈÚɯÈɯËÐÚÈÚÛer; and it went  from  

bad to worse.  Early in 1778 France (which was Britain's chief rival) signed a  treaty of 

alliance with the new American republic ; and, when Spain and the Dutch Republic  

joined the alliance, Britain was left without a friend.  Though  the Rockingham Whigs 

were largely ineffe ctive, opposition to the war gradually incre ased, and in June 1780 

law and order briefl y gave way to anarchy during the Gordon Riots in London. In 

1781, news of Lord Cornwallis's  ÚÜÙÙÌÕËÌÙɯ ÛÖɯ &ÌÖÙÎÌɯ 6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯ ÍÖÙÊÌÚɯ ÈÛɯ

the Siege of Yorktown reached the British capital . The King drafted a notice of 

abdication and, though this was never delivered, he finally (if very reluctantly) 

accepted defeat, and authorised peace negotiations.   

 The only victo ry scored by the Rockingham Whigs at this time was in the law 

courts.  In 1778, 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÍÙÐÌÕËɯAdmiral Keppel was  tried for desertion, after 

the Battle of Ushant; but Rockingham suspected that the prosecution was politically 

motivated.  The trial was held in Portsmouth and he took a house there, where 

Keppel lived, which became a temporary H.Q. for the Whigs.  The Admiral's 

acquittal was the occasion for a national celebration; and Rockingham began to erect 

a large column, ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ ËÔÐÙÈÓɀÚɯÏÖnour, on the southern horizon of Wentworth 

Park, which was intended to have a gigantic figure of Keppel on top .  The statue was 

never built; but the column remains , and could be visited and climbed as recently as 

the 1950s, when the price was one (old) penny.  It is unsafe now, and remains closed, 

though there has been talk of a restoration programme.  

 Before leaving the War of Independence, we should mention a famous 

incident which took place in 1779, when the American Admiral John Paul Jones 

came raiding along the East Coast of England. Eventually, he encountered two 

British ships off Flamborough Head  and is said to have replied  "I have not yet begun 

ÛÖɯÍÐÎÏÛȵɂɯɯOn the day of this Battle, Rockingham was in Hull, speaking against Lord 

-ÖÙÛÏɀÚɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯ×ÖÓÐÊàȰɯÉÜÛɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȮɯÏÌɯÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯÛÖɯ×ÈàɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÍÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯ

the town, by erecting a battery of guns, cast by Samuel Walker of Rotherham.  In the 

event, Hull refused his offer , probably because the townspeople d id not want to pay 

for the gun-crews once the danger had passed.   Rockingham offered his assistance 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_modern_France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Alliance_(1778)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Alliance_(1778)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enlightenment_in_Spain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dutch_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_riots
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Cornwallis,_1st_Marquess_Cornwallis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Yorktown
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once again after he became Prime Minister for the second time in 1782.17  The 

incident shows that, when the chips were down , he was a patriot before he was a 

politician.  

 

The Second Administration  

 
In the face of military defeat, Lord -ÖÙÛÏɀÚɯÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯËÐÚÐÕÛÌÎÙÈÛÌË; and, when the 

House of Commons voted, by 234 to 215, that there should be no more offensives in 

America, he resigned.  This enabled Lord Shelburne to negotiate a transfer of power 

to a new ministry , and Rockingham was invited to see the King; but the 

circumstances in which he became Prime Minister are not entirely clear.  The Whig 

version of events is that the Marquis would only accepted office if t he King agreed to 

make peace; but it is unlikely that George would have accepted that condition.  

Whatever the truth of the matter, it was Lord Shelburne who was really held the 

balance of power in the new Ministry, an d Rockingham died after only fourteen 

weeks in office.  It was only then that negotiations with the Americans  were begun.  

By the Treaty of Paris, Britain recognised the independence of the American 

Colonies and returned Florida  to Spain.  She also conceded American control of a 

vast hinterland, stretching West  from the Appalachians , as far as the Mississippi  

River.   

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÔÖËÌÙÕɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÉÐÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙȮɯ1ÖÚÚɯ)ȭ2ȭ'ÖÍÍÔÈÕɯËÌÓÐÝÌÙÌËɯÈɯ

very unfavourable verdict on his second term in office: 

 

 [The] Rockingham administration was flawed from the start by the long-

 enduring jealousies of Rockinghamites and Chathamites, weakened by lack of 

 royal confidence, facing the same Parliament which had so reluctantly 

 withdrawn its support from North, and facing too the prospect of having to 

 do many disagreeable and unpopular things in the liquidation of an 

 unsuccessful war.  

 

 Not everyone agreed at the time, or would now.  Horace Walpole, who had 

always deprecated 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƛƚƔÚɯÈÕËɯȿƛƔÚȮɯwrote that in 1782 the Marquis 

had "triumphed without the shadow of compromise of any sortɂɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÌÙÝÌËɯɁÈÓÓɯ

praise and all support;" and, in Yorkshire, the Leeds Intelligencer for 9 July 1782 

reported: 

 

 The death of this amiable Nobleman, who was not more distinguished by his 

 illustrious rank, than by the benevolence of his heart and integrity of his life 

 and manners, would at any period have been considered a National 

                                                           
17 Bloy, 222, 226. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_of_Paris_(1783)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Florida
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 Misfortune.  How much more then must his loss to his country b e felt and 

 deplored at the present awful cris is.   

 

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÕÌ×ÏÌÞɯthe 4th Earl Fitzwilliam shared this view.  He admired 

his uncle greatly, and commissioned an enormous mausoleum in his memory , to be 

built at the bottom of Wentworth Park .  This contains a central statue of the Marquis 

and busts of eight of his friends and fellow Whigs .  Several decades later, on 23 

December 1824, Fitzwilliam wrote to Lord Grey deploring current authoritarian 

measures in Ireland:  

 

 I am old enough to have lived through the American business from its first 

 commencement to the ultimate result, and remembering how this unfortunate 

 country was led on from one little step to another, I know our only chance of 

 salvation must be stopping at the very first. Having lost thirteen provinces to 

 compliment the overbearing prejudices of a king, shall we throw away half 

 our empire to compliment the rash folly of an heir presumptive  - are we 

 never to grow wise, does experience work nothing in our favour?  

 

 On the whole, historians have not been kind to Rockingham; but it is wrong 

to judge him  by modern standards.  He was an 18th century Whig, not a 19th century 

Liberal, and lived at a time when the mona rch was still expected to rule as well as to 

reign, albeit with the support and advice of Parliament.  For example, it is said that 

he was a poor speaker and an ineffective Prime Minister, on the two occasions when 

he held that office. ȿ3ÏÌɯÊÌÕÛÙÈÓɯËÐÍÍÐÊÜÓÛàɯÖÍɯ6ÏÐÎɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÚɯ[it was once said] was to 

get Rockingham to speak, or to stop his private secretary Edmund Burke, from 

Ú×ÌÈÒÐÕÎɀ; but did he need to be the equal of Pitt and Fox in terms of oratory, when 

he had Burke to write and deliver the speeches?  After all, modern political leaders 

nearly all use speech writers; and politics is the art of the possible.  RockinghÈÔɀÚɯ

enduring problem was that he did not have  the full confidence of George III , at a 

time when th is was essential.  In 1867 the author of the The English Constitution, 

Walter Bagehot, characterised the UK as a republic in all but name; but this was very 

far from being the case in the late 18th century; and Rockingham could do little 

ÞÐÛÏÖÜÛɯ&ÌÖÙÎÌɯ(((ɀÚɯactive support.  W e should also remember that he suffered from 

a mysterious and debilitating illness  for most of his adult life . 

 From the British point of view, Rockingham is accused of being half -hearted 

about parliamentary reform; and it is true that he disliked the Radical John Wilkes, 

just as he opposed the Yorkshire reformer Christopher Wyvill; but this was because 

he was a WhiÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿÖÓËɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɀȮɯÐÕɯÍÈÝÖÜÙɯÖÍɯreducing the power of the Crown , 

rather than widening the franchise .  He was  no democrat, and did not pretend to be; 

but ȿËÌÔÖÊÙÈÊàɀɯÞÈÚɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÈɯËÐÙÛàɯword in Britain as late as the 1880s.  His reason for 

opposing George III for so many years was not that he wanted to introduce 

ȿ×ÙÖÎÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɀɯÙÌÍÖÙÔÚȰɯÉÜÛɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯthat, as he saw it, the King as departing from the 

conventional way of doing parliamentary business.  
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 From the American point of view, it is said that Rockin ÎÏÈÔɀÚɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

colonial cause was only half -hearted; but this criticism also ignores the realities of 

contemporary British politics.  At all times prior to 1782, George III and the majority 

of the House of Commons took the view that the Americans should do as they were 

told; and that they could not expect to elect MPs to Westminster.  As for 

Rockingham, he was never in favour of independence , until such time as military 

defeat made that inevitable ; and this was not an unusual position to take at the time.  

He simply t hought it best to leave the established methods of government in 

America as they had been, with a minimum of interference from Westminster .  If this 

ÐÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÌËɯÈÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯȿÏÈÓÍ-ÏÌÈÙÛÌËɀȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÐÚɯÎÜÐÓÛàɯÈÚɯÊÏÈÙÎÌËȰɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈɯÝÌÙàɯ

strong plea in mitigation.  

 Yet 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÊÈÙÌÌÙɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÌÕÛÐÙÌÓàɯÐÕɯÝÈÐÕȭɯɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯ

ÞÖÙËɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÐÕɯ!ÙÐÛÐÚÏɯ×ÖÓÐÛÐÊÈÓɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÎÖɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÖÙɀÚɯÉÐÖÎÙÈ×ÏÌÙȮɯ

E.A.Smith: 

 

 It was once suggested that British political organisation in the mid - 

 eighteenth century should be studied without reference to the terms 

 'Whig' and 'Tory'. Yet it cannot be overlooked that by the end of the 

 American War of Independence there was again an identifiable  

 political group that claimed for itself the sole right to the title of 'Whig' 

 and the function of representing the true national interest, and which 

 based its claim not only on organised connection but on shared political 

 experience, a set of avowed political principles and a political 

 programme for the immediate future. This was the group led by the 

 second Marquis of Rockingham. 

 

 In relation to America, Dr Marjorie Bloy summarized the position very 

well in 1986: 

 

 1ÖÊÒÐÕÎÏÈÔɀÚɯpolicy and his opposition to government measures and  its 

 conduct of the war made him unpo pular in England, except amongst his 

 staunchest followers; but he does appear to have been vindicated by 

 events. He was the man who had the foresight and imagination to 

 envisage events as they subsequently developed.  He has never received 

 the recognition of his efforts.  
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